ASOR Chairs Coordinating Council
Meeting Minutes
November 23, 2019, San Diego, California

Present: Susan Ackerman, Teddy Burgh, Helen Dixon, Tiffany Earley-Spadoni, Jane DeRose
Evans, Geoff Emberling, Sharon Herbert, Chuck Jones, Laura Mazow, Kevin McGeough, Marta
Ostovich, Andy Vaughn, Eric Welch, Steve Falconer

Absent: Randy Younker

Sharon acknowledged the three chairs rotating off of the CCC (Laura, Geoff, Randy) and
welcomed Chuck Jones (incoming VP and chair of the CCC) and Jane Evans (Cultural Heritage
Committee). The Cultural Heritage Committee is now a standing committee (as opposed to an ad
hoc one) and Jane was just voted chair.
1. Approval of November Minutes: Approved.
2. Committee Reports

a. Programs Committee

Co-chair Helen presented 2019 Annual Meeting statistics from Arlene. As of 7AM,

there were 536 papers (7% attrition, below the usual 15% rate). The meeting is running
smoothly and there have not been any complaints about ethics within the academic



This year there were some issues with room size. Chuck asked what percent of session

chairs do not turn in their headcount. More breakout room space is needed. This year’s

hotel faced a number of challenges which necessitating using meeting space in building
next door.

b. Membership and Outreach
The incoming chair (Teddy) reported that the committee is looking at strategies for

increasing and retaining memberships and they are using Felice’s data on journal
usage/types of memberships.



There was discussion about getting book nominations from publishers and comparing



Kevin called for consultation and communication between COP and CH-perhaps
someone on both committees.

The chair reported that the BASOR search is active and there are good candidates.

Interviews will conclude in mid-December. There are applications from both solo
editors and teams, and the applicants include women and international scholars.

Sharon informed the CCC that ASOR’s journal exchange system in ongoing. There was



Geoff made a motion to recommend establishment of ad hoc committee to study ASOR’s name.
Steve seconded it and it was a unanimous recommendation.

4. ASOR Policy on Occupied/Contested Territories

Considering that all previous discussions pointed to agreement on revising this policy, Susan was
surprised by some of the conversations in committee meetings and COP was an outlier. There
may be a need for more long-term conversations, but something is needed at present to serve as a
stop-gap measure for the Board to vote on tomorrow and in order to allow the PC to continue to
exclude papers from Golan. The language “customary international law” was favored by CAP
and PC. Sharon reported that the same was true in the organizational meeting of the
Administrative Oversight Committee. Susan considered deleting the phrase “as defined by...”
but this puts ASOR in a tough spot. It is a balance between being deliberately vague and giving
the committees the tools they need to make decisions. Sharon stated that the general consensus
was that the current language was unacceptable. Susan said that ASOR can look at what other
journals do, as ASOR does with unprovenanced material. Kevin stated that COP needs
something to help with the decision making. There were discussions on how the inclusion on N.
Cyprus on the list would affect those who work in Turkey and their ability to get permits. All
agreed that Sharon will report that the policy needs to be changed.
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