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Funerary Dinning or Offerings for the Dead? Archaeobotanical
Evidence from the Shaft Tombs at Petra, Jordan
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There is substantial evidence from ancient literary sources and archaeological remains for the
practice of funerary dining and offerings to the dead, such as ceramics and faunal remains.
However, mortuary behaviors rarely are explored using evidence from plants. This paper
seeks to gain a better understanding of the role of plants in this type of ritual context
through the analysis of botanical remains recovered from tomb contexts in Petra. Excavation
of several rock-cut shaft tombs on the North Ridge in Petra dating to the Nabataean period
(1st centuries B.C.E. and C.E.) aimed to learn more about the lives of ordinary peops08



