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● ASOR	  CHI	  in-‐country	  sources	  report	  new	  roads	  are	  being	  constructed	  within	  the	  walls	  of	  
ancient	  Nineveh	  (!"#$%&,0%01@.:-1)%$-C9*)%0,0%=DEFFJH).	  

	  
● A	  suicide	  bomber	  attacked	  a	  Shia	  mosque	  in	  Sadr	  City	  outside	  Baghdad	  (!"#$%&,0%01@.:-1)%

$-C9*)%0,0%=DEFFJI).	  
	  

● Gunmen	  blew	  up	  the	  Abu	  Hanifa	  Mosque	  in	  Muqdadiyah	  (!"#$%&,0%01@.:-1)%$-C9*)%0,0%
=DEFFJJ).	  

	  
● Syrian	  military	  forces,	  with	  the	  assistance	  of	  Russian	  airstrikes	  and	  pro-‐government	  forces,	  

advance	  towards	  Palmyra.	  
	  

● Russian	  airstrikes	  continue	  as	  French	  forces	  begin	  intensive	  bombing	  campaigns	  in	  the	  
wake	  of	  a	  terrorist	  attack	  in	  Paris,	  which	  also	  resulted	  in	  an	  expansion	  of	  US	  targets	  to	  
include	  oil	  fields	  and	  tanker	  truck	  convoys.	  

 
 
,-*.)+/-%K.A-(.1- 

 
November	  24,	  2015	   Daily	  Sabah	  Investigations	  published	  an	  article	  entitled	  “!*).8+@)3%

3)9(-1%8*9A%";*.+%3-.L-:%.1%-+3)-*1%K'*M-;.”	  Turkish	  troops	  
recovered	  several	  artifacts	  reportedly	  stolen	  from	  the	  Palmyra	  
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● Apollo	  Magazine	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “eX-%O+2-%91-%O-*.)+/-WY%
";*.+Y3%@O.-8%98%+1).<'.).-3%@+((3%91%>'*9C-%89*%O-(CW”	  (by	  Maggie	  
Gray).	  Maamoun	  Abdulkarim,	  Director-‐General	  of	  the	  DGAM,	  spoke	  
at	  an	  event	  
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● AP	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “0"%A.(.)+1)3%:./%.1[%+1).@.C+).1/%
+33+'()%91%";*.+Y3%$+<<+”	  (by	  Bassem	  Mroue	  and	  Zeina	  Karam).	  
The	  article	  reports	  Russian	  airstrikes	  near	  the	  Grand	  Mosque	  and	  the	  
Museum	  on	  November	  14.	  	  
http://bigstory.ap.org/urn:publicid:ap.org:49c397792a504e2e9f1dc
34daab56f17 
 

November	  16,	  2015	   Marketplace	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “XO-*-%0"0"%/-)3%.)3%A91-;”	  
(by	  Tracey	  Samuelson).	  Following	  the	  attacks	  in	  Paris,	  France	  and	  
ensuing	  French	  airstrikes	  in	  Syria	  on	  Sunday,	  the	  article	  speculates	  
where	  ISIL	  is	  gathering	  funding	  for	  their	  terrorist	  activities,	  
including	  the	  trafficking	  and	  sales	  of	  antiquities	  from	  looted	  sites.	   
http://www.marketplace.org/2015/11/16/world/where-‐isis-‐gets-‐
its-‐money 
 

● Lexology	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “`-3C.)-%'1.2-*3+(%@*.).@.3A[%
f-*A+1%@+T.1-)%+CC*92-3%3)*.@)-*%@'()'*+(%O-*.)+/-%(+P”	  (by	  
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November	  12,	  2015	   $-C'T(.@%98%K'*M-;%N.1.3)*;%98%&'()'*-%+1:%K9'*.3A	  published	  a	  
summary	  of	  speaker	  presentations	  from	  the	  event	  titled	  “D)O%
01)-*1+).91+(%&918-*-1@-%98%>?C-*)3%91%)O-%$-)'*1%98%&'()'*+(%
7*9C-*);”	  held	  in	  Nevşehir,	  Turkey	  on	  October	  18-‐22,	  2015.	   
http://rcp.culture.gov.tr/pages/summaries.html 
 

● Le	  Figaro	  published	  an	  interview	  with	  Syria’s	  Director	  General	  of	  
Antiquities	  and	  Museums,	  Maamoun	  Abdulkarim,	  titled	  “d-%@O-8%:-3%
+1).<'.)h3%3;*.-11-3%+CC-((-%(+%Q*+1@-%+'%3-@9'*3”	  (by	  Georges	  
Malbrunot)W%Mr.	  Abdulkarim	  expressed	  his	  concern	  for	  the	  
archaeological	  sites	  damaged	  in	  Syria	  since	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  civil	  
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N.(.)+*;%+1:%79(.).@+(%&91)-?) 
 
KO-%A+.1%)O-+)-*3%98%A.(.)+*;%9C-*+).913%:'*.1/%)O-%*-C9*).1/%C-*.9:%.1%";*.+%P-*-6 
 

1. Aleppo	  Governorate:	  
○ On	  November	  12,	  the	  Syrian	  army	  and	  allied	  forces	  captured	  the	  town	  of	  al-‐Hader	  in	  

southern	  Aleppo	  Governorate.	  The	  town	  had	  previously	  been	  held	  by	  Al-‐Nusra	  
Front	  and	  other	  Islamist	  groups.	  The	  capture	  of	  al-‐Hader	  opens	  the	  Syrian	  regime	  to	  
possible	  advancement	  into	  other	  rebel-‐held	  area	  of	  northern	  Syria.2	  	  

○ On	  November	  19,	  Russian	  airstrikes	  hit	  a	  mark
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of	  US-‐led	  coalition	  airstrikes,	  had	  forced	  ISIL	  militants	  out	  of	  196	  towns	  and	  villages,	  
including	  the	  strategic	  town	  of	  Hol.14	  	  

6. Damascus	  Governorate:	  	  
○ 
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● During	  the	  reporting	  period	  Russian	  airstrikes	  targeted	  Syrian	  opposition	  forces	  in	  the	  
provinces	  of	  Aleppo,	  Idlib,	  Daraa,	  Latakia,	  and	  Hama,	  as	  well	  as	  targeting	  ISIL	  militants	  in	  
Raqqa	  and	  Deir	  ez-‐Zor.21	  

● On	  November	  14,	  the	  U.S.	  delivered	  ammunition	  to	  the	  Syrian	  Arab	  Coalition	  in	  northern	  
Syria.	  In	  a	  change	  from	  the	  previous	  October	  11	  airdrop	  of	  ammunition,	  this	  shipment	  was	  
carried	  out	  via	  land	  by	  unknown	  actors.
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city,	  such	  as	  the	  Palestine	  Bridge.	  Iraqi	  security	  forces	  are	  using	  the	  Habaniya	  Base	  
as	  a	  launching	  point	  to	  retake	  the	  city.31	  

4. Diyala	  Governorate:	  	  
○ On	  November	  16,	  unidentified	  gunmen	  blew	  up	  the	  Abu	  Hanifa	  Mosque	  in	  the	  Bulur	  

area	  of	  Muqdadiyah.32	  
5. Al	  Anbar	  Governorate:	  	  

○ During	  the	  reporting	  period,	  Iraqi	  security	  forces	  carried	  out	  operations	  against	  ISIL	  
militants	  in	  the	  area	  of	  Albu	  Hayat,	  southeast	  of	  Haditha.33	  	  

Key	  Points6	   
● During	  the	  reporting	  period,	  the	  US-‐led	  coalition	  conducted	  airstrikes	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  Albu	  

Hayat,	  Baghdadi,	  Beiji,	  Fallujah,	  Haditha,	  Hit,	  Kisik,	  Makhmur,	  Mosul,	  Qayyarah,	  Ramadi,	  
Rutbah,	  Sinjar,	  Sultan	  Abdallah,	  Tal	  Afar,	  and	  Tikrit.34	  

● On	  November	  13,	  demonstrations	  calling	  for	  reform	  and	  an	  end	  to	  corruption	  took	  place	  
throughout	  southern	  Iraq	  and	  in	  the	  Karrada	  District	  of	  Baghdad.35	  

 
KO-%A+.1%)O-+)-*3%98%A.(.)+*;%9C-*+).913%:'*.1/%)O-%*-C9*).1/%C-*.9:%.1%K'*M-;%P-*-6 

● During	  the	  reporting	  period,	  Turkish	  military	  operations	  were	  ongoing	  against	  PKK	  
militants	  in	  the	  “flashpoint	  town”	  of	  Silvan	  in	  the	  southeastern	  province	  of	  Diyarbakir.36%

● On	  November	  17,	  U.S.	  Secretary	  of	  State	  John	  Kerry	  announced	  plans	  to	  secure	  the	  Turkish	  
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● On	  November	  20,	  Turkey	  summoned	  Russia’s	  ambassador	  over	  “intensive	  bombing	  of	  
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forces	  blew	  up.	  Heavily	  armed	  conflict	  broken	  out	  after	  the	  explosion	  and	  lasted	  for	  hours	  in	  the	  
area.52 
 
DigitalGlobe	  satellite	  imagery	  shows	  the	  location	  and	  the	  aftermath	  of	  the	  tunnel	  bombing.	  This	  is	  a	  
relatively	  small	  tunnel	  bombing	  in	  comparison	  to	  previous	  incidents.	  The	  crater	  made	  by	  the	  
bombing	  is	  shown	  directly	  in	  front	  of	  the	  citadel	  entrance.53	  	   
 
7+))-*16	  Military	  activity:	  explosives. 
 
N91.)9*.1/%$-@9AA-1:+).913%+1:%N.)./+).91%N-+3'*-36%ASOR	  CHI	  will	  attempt	  to	  gather	  
further	  information	  on	  these	  reports	  via	  in	  country	  sources	  and	  is	  continuing	  to	  monitor	  the	  
condition	  of	  the	  Citadel	  of	  Aleppo. 
 
"9'*@-36 
 
Online	  Reporting:	   
 
DGAM	  :	  http://dgam.gov.sy/?d=314&id=1857 



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  67–68:	  22 
 

 
Small	  crater	  directly	  in	  front	  of	  the	  entrance	  to	  the	  Citadel	  of	  Aleppo	  (DigitalGlobe;	  November	  24,	  
2015) 
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",0%%=DEF=GJ 

 
$-C9*)%`+)-6	  November	  16,	  2015 
 
".)-%Z+A-6	  Raqqa	  Museum 
 
`+)-%98%01@.:-1)6	  November	  14,	  2015 
 
d9@+).916	  Raqqa,	  Ar-‐Raqqa	  Governorate,	  Syria 
 
".)-%`-3@*.C).916%
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Twiiter:	  https://twitter.com/Raqqa_SL/status/665986966782132225	   
 
Scholarly:	   
 
Syrian	  Digital	  Library	  of	  Cuneiform,	  UCLA:	  http://cdli.ucla.edu/collections/syria/raqqa_en.html 
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7+))-*16	  Development	  threats/disturbances. 
 
N91.)9*.1/%$-@9AA-1:+).913%+1:%N.)./+).91%N-+3'*-36%ASOR	  CHI	  will	  attempt	  to	  gather	  more	  
information	  on	  these	  new	  constructions	  via	  in	  country	  sources	  and	  determine	  if	  this	  activity	  is	  
affecting	  exposed	  and	  subsurface	  archaeological	  remains.	  ASOR	  CHI	  will	  also	  continue	  to	  monitor	  
the	  condition	  of	  ancient	  and	  historical	  cultural	  heritage	  at	  the	  site	  of	  Nineveh.	  As	  more	  recent	  
satellite	  imagery	  is	  released,	  ASOR	  CHI	  will	  further	  investigate	  these	  reports. 
 
"9'*@-36 
	    
Scholarly:	   
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Nineveh,	  red	  lines	  indicating	  possible	  location	  of	  the	  roads	  in	  northern	  area	  of	  the	  site	  
(DigitalGlobe;	  August	  29,	  2015) 
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Nineveh,	  area	  outlined	  in	  red	  indicating	  possible	  location	  of	  new	  road	  construction	  in	  southern	  half	  
of	  site	  (DigitalGlobe;	  August	  29,	  2015) 
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0,0%=DEFFJI 

 
$-C9*)%`+)-6	  November	  17,	  2015 
 
".)-%Z+A-6	  Baqiyat	  Allah	  Husseiniya 
 
`+)-%98%01@.:-1)6	  November	  13,	  2015 
 
d9@+).916	  Um	  Al-‐Kuber	  Wa	  Al-‐Gazlan	  neighborhood	  within	  Sadr	  City,	  Baghdad	  Governorate,	  Iraq 
 
".)-%`-3@*.C).916%Modern%Shia	  mosque 
 
".)-%`+)-6%Modern 
 
01@.:-1)%"'AA+*;6%Suicide	  bombing	   
 
01@.:-1)%"9'*@-%+1:%`-3@*.C).916%On	  November	  13,	  2015%a	  roadside	  bomb	  detonated	  outside	  the	  
Baqiyat	  Allah	  Husseiniya,	  a	  Shia	  shrine	  in	  Baghdad’s	  Sadr	  City,	  killing	  at	  least	  five	  people	  and	  
wounding	  15	  more.	  This	  took	  place	  the	  same	  day	  as	  a	  suicide	  bombing	  in	  the	  suburb	  of	  Hay	  al-‐Amal,	  
which	  targeted	  the	  funeral	  of	  a	  Shia	  fighter	  killed	  in	  battle	  against	  ISIL	  and	  killed	  at	  least	  21	  people.	  
ISIL	  militants	  claimed	  responsibility	  for	  both	  attacks.57	  Later	  reports	  stated	  that	  the	  attacks	  in	  Sadr	  
city	  were	  carried	  out	  by	  two	  suicide	  bombers	  and	  targeted	  a	  Sadrist	  militia	  known	  as	  Saraya	  al-‐
Salam.58	  These	  attacks	  followed	  the	  capture	  of	  Sinjar	  from	  ISIL	  forces	  by	  Kurdish	  Peshmerga.	  No	  
additional	  information	  regarding	  the	  damage	  to	  the	  mosque	  itself	  was	  available	  at	  the	  time	  of	  
publication. 
 
7+))-*16	  Military	  activity:	  explosives. 
 
N91.)9*.1/%$-@9AA-1:+).913%+1:%N.)./+).91%N-+3'*-36%ASOR	  CHI	  will	  continue	  to	  search	  for	  
additional	  reports	  on	  the	  damage	  to	  the	  Baqiyat	  Allah	  Husseiniya	  in	  Sadr	  City	  and	  update	  the	  
incident	  report	  as	  information	  becomes	  available.	  ASOR	  CHI	  is	  paying	  particular	  attention	  to	  
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Institute	  for	  the	  Study	  of	  War:	  	  
http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2015/11/iraq-‐situation-‐report-‐november-‐10-‐19.html	   
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0,0%=DEFFJJ 

 
$-C9*)%`+)-6	  November	  19,	  2015 
 
".)-%Z+A-6	  Abu	  Hanifa	  Mosque	  in	  Muqdadiyah 
 
`+)-%98%01@.:-1)6	  November	  16,	  2015 
 
d9@+).916	  Bulur	  area	  of	  Muqdadiyah,	  Diyala	  Governorate,	  Iraq 
 
".)-%`-3@*.C).916%Sunni	  mosque	  likely	  modeled	  after	  the	  prominent	  Mosque	  of	  Abu	  Hanifa	  in	  
northern	  Baghdad. 
 
".)-%`+)-6%Modern,%likely	  built	  in	  the	  1980s	  or	  1990s 
 
01@.:-1)%"'AA+*;6%Gunmen	  blew	  up	  mosque. 
 
01@.:-1)%"9'*@-%+1:%`-3@*.C).916%On	  November	  19,	  2015	  the	  Institute	  for	  the	  Study	  of	  War	  
reported	  that	  the	  Abu	  Hanifa	  Mosque	  in	  Muqdadiyah	  was	  blown	  up	  by	  gunmen.	  No	  additional	  
information	  or	  photographs	  were	  available	  at	  the	  time	  of	  publication. 
 
7+))-*16	  Military	  activity:	  explosives;	  Military	  activity:	  intentional	  destruction. 
 
N91.)9*.1/%$-@9AA-1:+).913%+1:%N.)./+).91%N-+3'*-36%ASOR	  CHI	  will	  continue	  to	  search	  for	  
additional	  reports	  on	  the	  damage	  to	  the	  Abu	  Hanifa	  Mosque	  in	  Diyala	  and	  update	  the	  incident	  


