
 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  1 
 

ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	  (CHI):	  Planning	  for	  Safeguarding	  
Heritage	  Sites	  in	  Syria	  and	  Iraq1	  

	  
NEA-‐PSHSS-‐14-‐001	  

	  	  
Weekly	  Report	  65–66	  —	  





 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  3 
 

http://www.dgam.gov.sy/index.php?d=314&id=1857	  	  
	  

	  
● The	  Art	  Newspaper	  published	  an	  article	  entitled,	  “We’ll	  store	  your	  

artefacts,	  US	  tells	  Syrian	  museums”	  (by	  Emily	  Sharpe).	  US	  Congress	  
is	  beginning	  to	  construct	  a	  bill	  named	  The	  Protect	  and	  Preserve	  
International	  Cultural	  Property	  Act	  that	  would	  aid	  in	  the	  preservation	  
of	  antiquities	  from	  the	  Middle	  East,	  as	  well	  as	  abide	  by	  the	  new	  AAMD	  
Protocols.	  According	  to	  the	  article	  the	  bill	  would,	  “[target]	  works	  
unlawfully	  removed	  from	  Syria	  on	  or	  after	  15	  March	  2011.”	  	  
http://theartnewspaper.com/news/museums/160505/	  	  
	  

November	  7,	  2015	   NPR	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “Syrian	  Antiquities	  Chief	  Calls	  For	  
Help	  From	  International	  Community”	  (by	  Sylvia	  Poggiolo).	  DGAM	  
Director	  Dr.	  Maamoun	  Adbulkarim	  addressed	  the	  Italian	  Parliament	  
regarding	  damage	  to	  archaeological	  sites	  in	  Syria.	  Italy	  has	  been	  
helping	  in	  efforts	  to	  protect	  antiquities	  in	  conflict	  zones.	  Adbulkarim	  
claims	  that	  between	  200	  and	  300	  sites	  are	  currently	  under	  ISIL	  
control.	  
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2015/11/07/455092931/sy
rian-‐antiquities-‐chief-‐calls-‐for-‐help-‐from-‐international-‐community	  

	  
● ARTNEWS	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “A	  Look	  At	  The	  Full	  Scope	  Of	  

ISIS’S	  Destruction	  Of	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Sites”	  (by	  Hannah	  
Ghorashi).	  The	  article	  provides	  a	  partial	  list	  of	  sites	  of	  destruction	  in	  
Syria	  and	  Iraq.	  
http://sputniknews.com/world/20151106/1029689862/russia-‐
hopes
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This	  is	  an	  editorial	  describing	  the	  current	  state	  of	  the	  DGAM.	  
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/arts/article4605584.ece	  	  

	  
November	  5,	  2015	   The	  UN	  News	  Centre	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “Trafficking	  in	  

cultural	  property	  ‘source	  of	  enormous	  illicit	  profits,’	  UN	  official	  
tells	  forum.”	  At	  a	  special	  event	  in	  St.	  Petersburg,	  Russia,	  the	  Director	  
of	  the	  United	  Nations	  Office	  on	  Drugs	  and	  Crime	  (UNODC)	  Division	  of	  
Treaty	  Affairs,	  John	  Brandolino,	  discussed	  with	  delegates	  the	  increase	  
in	  the	  participation	  of	  “violent	  extremists	  and	  terrorists	  in	  the	  
destruction,	  looting	  trafficking	  and	  sale	  of	  cultural	  property,	  in	  
complicity	  with	  organized	  criminal	  groups.”	  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52475	  	  

	  
● The	  Daily	  Star	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “Russia	  bombs	  Palmyra,	  

eastern	  Syria:	  military.”	  The	  Russian	  air	  force	  said	  it	  carried	  out	  
strikes	  near	  Palmyra	  for	  a	  second	  time,	  claiming	  targets	  were	  far	  from	  
the	  historic	  sites.	  The	  Defense	  Ministry	  confirmed	  the	  destruction	  of	  a	  
large,	  fortified	  location	  of	  ISIL	  militants,	  including	  an	  air-‐defense	  gun	  
and	  a	  tank.	  	  
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-‐East/2015/Nov-‐
05/321811-‐russia-‐bombs-‐palmyra-‐eastern-‐syria-‐military.ashx	  
	  

● AAAS	  published	  an	  announcement	  entitled	  “Developing	  a	  Research	  
Community	  and	  Capacity	  for	  the	  Study	  of	  Cultural	  Heritage	  in	  
Conflict.”	  The	  organization	  announced	  the	  award	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  5 
 

vandalism	  to	  the	  pyramid	  temples	  of	  Al	  Bara.	  ASOR	  CHI	  Incident	  
Report	  SHI	  15-‐0146.	  
http://www.dgam.gov.sy/index.php?d=314&id=1852	  	  
	  

● Scoop	  Independent	  World	  News	  published	  an	  article	  entitled	  “Syria’s	  
Monument	  Citizens	  Taking	  Risks”	  (by	  Franklin	  Lamb).	  This	  article	  
reviews	  some	  of	  the	  techniques	  Syrians	  are	  using	  to	  record	  and	  
expose	  the	  destruction	  of	  monuments	  and	  antiquities.	  	  
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO1511/S00008/syrias-‐
monument-‐citizens-‐taking-‐risks.htm	  	  
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antiquities-‐terrorism	  
	  

	  
	  
● New	  Republic	  published	  an	  online	  article	  titled	  “Between	  Hobby	  

Lobby	  and	  ISIS:	  The	  battle	  for	  Iraq’s	  Antiquities”	  (by	  Elizabeth	  
Bruenig).	  	  
http://www.newrepublic.com/article/123262/between-‐hobby-‐
lobby-‐and-‐isis-‐battle-‐iraqs-‐antiquities	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  8 
 

● DGAM	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “Our	  colleague	  Ismail	  Mohammed	  
Ali	  was	  killed	  by	  ISIS.”	  Mr.	  Ali	  worked	  in	  the	  Deir	  ez-‐Zor	  Museum	  as	  
a	  guard	  and	  later	  as	  a	  watchperson	  for	  the	  archaeology	  sites	  around	  
the	  city.	  	  
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8. Rif	  Dimashq	  Governorate:	  	  
○ On	  October	  30,	  Syrian	  media	  sources	  reported	  that	  the	  Israeli	  Air	  Force	  destroyed	  

two	  Syrian	  military	  and	  Hezbollah	  targets	  in	  the	  Qalamoun	  mountain	  region	  on	  the	  
border	  with	  Lebanon.	  Israeli	  strikes	  also	  reportedly	  hit	  targets	  in	  the	  village	  of	  Ras	  
al-‐Ein	  and	  an	  army	  base	  near	  the	  village	  of	  Al-‐Qutayfah.	  Israel	  and	  Syrian	  state	  
media	  have	  yet	  to	  confirm	  the	  report.24	  

○ On	  November	  2,	  Syrian	  sources	  reported	  that	  the	  Israeli	  Air	  Force	  destroyed	  an	  
“advanced	  missile	  shipment”	  intended	  for	  Hezbollah	  in	  the	  Qalamoun	  mountain	  
region.	  Israel	  has	  yet	  to	  confirm	  the	  report.25	  

9. Hasakah	  Governorate:	  	  
○ During	  the	  reporting	  period,	  US-‐led	  coalition	  forces	  conducted	  ongoing	  strikes	  

against	  ISIL	  targets	  in	  the	  area	  surrounding	  Al-‐Hawl	  and	  Hasakah.26	  
○ On	  October	  31,	  a	  coalition	  of	  US-‐
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and	  reported	  that	  at	  least	  50	  civilians	  were	  killed.	  It	  is	  unknown	  if	  the	  airstrikes	  
were	  carried	  out	  by	  the	  Russian	  or	  Syrian	  army.	  Another	  airstrike	  struck	  a	  training	  
base	  near	  the	  town	  of	  al-‐Muahasan.30	  

○ On	  November	  8,	  French	  forces	  bombed	  an	  ISIL-‐held	  oil	  supply	  center	  near	  Deir	  ez-‐
Zor.31	  

11. Raqqa	  Governorate:	  	  
○
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○ On	  October	  30,	  the	  Kurdish	  Popular	  Defense	  Forces	  and	  the	  Shingal	  Resisting	  Units	  
announced	  that	  they	  had	  killed	  over	  100	  ISIL	  militants	  in	  the	  Shingal	  area	  in	  their	  
efforts	  to	  regain	  the	  area.52	  

4. 
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of	  the	  headquarters	  which	  works	  with	  Syrian	  refugees	  and	  assists	  in	  releasing	  people	  who	  have	  
been	  captured	  by	  al-‐Qaida	  affiliate,	  Jabhat	  al-‐Nusra,	  in	  Syria.72	  

● On	  November	  5,	  International	  Criminal	  Court	  chief	  prosecutor	  Fatou	  Bensouda,	  in	  a	  report	  to	  
the	  Security	  Council,	  said	  that	  ISIL	  militants	  are	  responsible	  for	  the	  majority	  of	  civilian	  deaths	  in	  
Libya.73	  
	  

Satellite	  Imagery	  and	  Geospatial	  Analysis	  
	  
Over	  the	  course	  of	  the	  reporting	  period,	  the	  Geospatial	  Initiatives	  team	  analyzed	  four	  recent	  
satellite	  images	  of	  portions	  of	  Syria.	  These	  included	  images	  in	  Latakia,	  Hama,	  Idlib,	  and	  Hasakah	  
Governorates.	  This	  new	  imagery	  provided	  coverage	  of	  160	  heritage	  sites.	  Within	  these	  images,	  new	  
damage	  is	  visible	  in	  the	  form	  of	  destruction	  of	  modern	  villages	  from	  the	  recent	  increase	  in	  
airstrikes.	  These	  sites	  show	  little	  to	  no	  additional	  damage	  to	  historical	  buildings	  or	  archaeological	  
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Incident	  Reports:	  Syria	  
	  

SHI	  15-‐0143	  	  
	  
Report	  Date:	  November	  1,	  2015	  
	  	  
Site	  Name:	  Rasha	  el	  Qibliye	  
	  
Date	  of	  Incident:	  	  Ongoing	  since	  2011	  	  
	  
Location:	  Rasha	  el	  Qibliye,	  Idlib	  Governorate,	  Syria	  
	  
Site	  Description:	  Settlement	  of	  Seleucid–Byzantine	  structures	  forming	  part	  of	  the	  Dead	  Cities.	  
	  	  
Site	  Date:	  Seleucid–Byzantine	  Period	  
	  	  
Incident	  Summary:	  Ongoing	  illegal	  excavation	  with	  a	  few	  new	  pits	  on	  the	  western	  side	  of	  the	  site.	  	  
	  	  
Incident	  Source	  and	  Description:	  DigitalGlobe	  satellite	  imagery	  acquired	  by	  ASOR	  CHI	  shows	  
increasing	  looting	  is	  occurring	  at	  the	  site	  of	  Rasha	  el	  Qibliye.	  Imagery	  dating	  to	  May	  16,	  2011	  shows	  
some	  damage	  but	  no	  looting	  pits,	  but	  imagery	  dating	  to	  December	  12,	  2012,	  November	  28,	  2013	  
and	  October	  26,	  2015	  has	  evidence	  of	  new	  pits	  on	  the	  western	  side	  of	  the	  site	  where	  there	  is	  an	  
open,	  flat	  area.	  	  
	  	  
Pattern:	  Illegal	  excavation,	  theft,	  and	  vandalism.	  
	  
Monitoring	  Recommendations	  and	  Mitigation	  Measures:
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Rasha	  el	  Qibliye	  (DigitalGlobe;	  May	  16,	  2011)	  
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Rasha	  el	  Qibliye,	  new	  pits	  	  (DigitalGlobe;	  December	  12,	  2012)	  	  
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Rasha	  el	  Qibliye,	  new	  pits	  	  (DigitalGlobe;	  November	  28,	  2013)	  
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Rasha	  el	  Qibliye,	  new	  pits	  (DigitalGlobe;	  October	  26,	  2015)	  
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Monitoring	  Recommendations	  and	  Mitigation	  Measures:	  
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2015.	  The	  black	  smoke	  in	  the	  second	  photo	  indicates	  that	  the	  airstrike	  may	  have	  triggered	  the	  
secondary	  detonation	  of	  stored	  munitions	  and/or	  stored	  fuel.82	  	  	  
	  
Pattern:	  Military	  activity:	  explosives.	  
	  
Monitoring	  Recommendations	  and	  Mitigation	  Measures:	  At	  this	  time	  it	  is	  unclear	  
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Palmyra	  area,	  cluster	  bombs	  (Twitter;	  November	  5,	  2015)	  
	  

	  
Palmyra	  area,	  possible	  detonation	  of	  stored	  munitions	  (Twitter;	  November	  5,	  2015)	  
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SHI	  15-‐0146	  

	  
Report	  Date:	  November	  5,	  2015	  
	  
Site	  Name:	  Al	  Bara;	  Kapropera	  
	  
Date	  of	  Incident:	  November	  3,	  2015	  	  	  	  
	  
Location:	  Al	  Bara,	  Jabal	  ez-‐Zawiyeh,	  Idlib,	  Syria	  
	  
Site	  Description:	  From	  Ross	  Burns:	  

	  “This	  is	  one	  of	  the	  most	  impressive	  of	  the	  ‘dead	  cities’	  and	  one	  which	  those	  unfamiliar	  with	  
the	  area	  might	  choose	  as	  a	  good	  starting	  point.	  	  The	  site	  is	  huge,	  extending	  over	  an	  area	  of	  2	  
km	  by	  3	  km…	  The	  importance	  of	  the	  settlement	  resulted	  from	  its	  location	  between	  the	  two	  
major	  sections	  of	  Jebel	  Zawiye,	  the	  trough	  in	  which	  it	  is	  located	  forming	  a	  north-‐

%
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Monitoring	  Recommendations	  and	  Mitigation	  Measures:	  !ASOR	  CHI	  will	  attempt	  to	  gather	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
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Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  46 
 

	  

	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  47 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  48 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  
	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  49 
 

	  
	  
	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  50 
 





 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65––



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  53 
 

	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  54 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  55 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  
	  
	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  56 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  57 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  





 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  59 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  60 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  61 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  62 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  63 
 

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	  

	  
Al	  Bara	  (DGAM;	  November	  3,	  2015)	  
	   	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  64 
 



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  65 
 

Photos	  taken	  in	  June	  2013 
 

 

 

	  
	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  66 
 

Photos	  taken	  in	  June	  2014	  
	  

  
Damage	  caused	  by	  neglect 
 

	  
 

 





 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  68 
 

Photos	  taken	  in	  October	  2014	  
 

	    
Marked	  increase	  in	  deterioration	  inside	  the	  tomb	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  



 
ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  65–66:	  69 
 

 
Photos	  taken	  in	  March	  2015	  
 

 
Site	  monitors	  at	  work	  

	  
 

Repored	  by:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
Eng.	  Abdul	  Rahman	  Alyehia	  (Syrian	  Heritage	  Centre)	  	  
Site	  Monitors	  Project	  Manager	  –	  Dr.	  Amr	  al-‐Azm	  

 
 

	  


