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● Project	  Mosul	  has	  posted	  a	  call	  for	  volunteers	  to	  help	  virtually	  
restore	  the	  Mosul	  Museum.	  	  
http://projectmosul.itn-‐dch.net/ 

 
March	  15,	  2015	   #$%&"%.&/(01&#23%,	  published	  an	  article	  titled	  “Assyrian	  Artifacts	  

to	  be	  Returned	  to	  Iraq”	  (by	  Tom	  Mashberg),	  detailing	  the	  recent	  
announcement	  that	  American	  officials	  will	  repatriate	  approximately	  
65	  seized	  antiquities	  to	  the	  Iraqi	  government.	  
http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/03/15/assyrian-‐artifacts-‐
to-‐be-‐returned-‐to-‐iraq/	  

 
March	  14,	  2015	   #$%&#23%,	  posted	  an	  article	  titled	  “Antiquities	  looted	  by	  Islamic	  

State	  turn	  up	  on	  eBay”	  (by	  Hugh	  Tomlinson).	  The	  article	  argues	  
that	  looted	  artifacts	  and	  coins	  have	  been	  posted	  for	  sale	  at	  various	  
online	  auction	  sites	  in	  increasing	  numbers	  since	  the	  rise	  of	  ISIL	  in	  
Syria	  and	  northern	  Iraq.	  



ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  32:	  3	  

● The	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  State	  announced	  that	  on	  March	  16,	  2015,	  the	  
United	  States	  will	  repatriate	  over	  60	  cultural	  objects	  to	  Iraq	  to	  
“demonstrate	  the	  United	  States’	  commitment	  to	  cultural	  
preservation	  and	  respect	  for	  the	  heritage	  of	  other	  countries.”	  
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/03/238869.htm 

 
● The	  Penn	  Museum	  released	  a	  statement	  condemning	  the	  ongoing	  

destruction	  of	  cultural	  heritage	  in	  Syria	  and	  Iraq	  and	  calling	  on	  
colleagues,	  relevant	  organizations,	  and	  the	  international	  community	  
to	  do	  all	  that	  they	  can	  to	  find	  a	  solution	  to	  the	  situation.	  
http://www.penn.museum/news-‐and-‐announcements/1186-‐the-‐
destruction-‐of-‐cultural-‐heritage-‐in-‐iraq-‐and-‐syria.html	  
	  

● The	  Royal	  Ontario	  Museum	  released	  a	  statement	  condemning	  the	  
deliberate	  destruction	  of	  archaeological	  sites	  and	  museums,	  as	  
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● APSA	  posted	  a	  series	  of	  photos	  and	  a	  video	  documenting	  the	  state	  of	  
the	  Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  located	  northeast	  of	  Bab	  
Qinnasrin	  in	  the	  UNESCO	  World	  Heritage	  Site	  Ancient	  City	  of	  
Aleppo.	  ASOR	  CHI	  Incident	  Report	  SHI	  15-‐0050.	  
http://apsa2011.com/index.php/en/provinces/aleppo/monuments
/1160-‐aleppo-‐mankalibugha-‐al-‐rumi.html	  

 
● Conflict	  Antiquities	  posted	  a	  blog	  entry	  titled	  “Was	  most	  of	  the	  

looting	  at	  the	  most	  extensively	  looted	  site	  in	  Syria	  conducted	  under	  
the	  Islamic	  State	  or	  the	  Free	  Syrian	  Army?”	  Drawing	  on	  satellite	  
imagery	  and	  other	  material	  collected	  by	  AAAS,	  Heritage	  for	  Peace,	  
and	  ASOR	  CHI,	  the	  post	  argues	  that	  much	  of	  the	  looting	  and	  
destruction	  at	  Syria’s	  major	  sites	  (e.g.	  Dura	  Europos,	  Palmyra,	  and	  
Apamea)	  can	  be	  attributed,	  not	  to	  ISIL
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● Archaeologists	  at	  the	  University	  of	  British	  Columbia	  and	  Simon	  
Fraser	  University	  released	  a	  statement	  condemning	  the	  loss	  of	  life,	  
the	  humanitarian	  crisis,	  and	  the	  systematic	  destruction	  and	  looting	  
of	  cultural	  heritage	  in	  Syria	  and	  Iraq	  and	  urging	  Canadians	  to	  voice	  
their	  support	  for	  efforts	  to	  protect	  the	  culture	  and	  history	  of	  the	  
communities	  impacted	  by	  the	  crisis.	  
http://cnrs.ubc.ca/2015/03/11/statement-‐on-‐the-‐destruction-‐of-‐
cultural-‐heritage-‐in-‐iraq-‐and-‐syria/ 

 
● Tim	  Eaton	  (with	  Benjamin	  Isakhan)	  published	  the	  expert	  

comment	  “Destroying	  Cultural	  Heritage:	  The	  End	  of	  (Syrian)	  
History”	  as	  a	  part	  of	  the	  Chatham	  House	  spotlight	  B(?0&/%+0,&C;D&#$%&
!(,-,&(E&F+0&2;&7602+G&Eaton	  and	  Isakhan	  identify	  four	  drivers	  of	  
cultural	  destruction	  in	  Syria:	  opportunistic	  looting,	  collateral	  
damage,	  ethno-‐religious	  sectarianism,	  and	  Islamic	  fundamentalism.	  
http://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/17117 

 
● Andrew	  Moore	  (President	  of	  the	  Archaeological	  Institute	  of	  

America)	  wrote	  a	  letter	  to	  the	  editor	  of	  the	  New	  York	  Times	  
deploring	  the	  deliberate	  destruction	  of	  heritage	  in	  Iraq	  and	  
pledging	  support	  to	  Iraqi	  antiquities	  authorities.	  The	  letter	  was	  
co-‐signed	  by	  leaders	  of	  the	  American	  Schools	  of	  Oriental	  Research,	  
the	  Society	  for	  American	  Archaeology,	  the	  Association	  of	  Art	  
Museum	  Directors,	  the	  American	  Anthropological	  Association,	  and	  
the	  Oriental	  Institute	  of	  the	  University	  of	  Chicago. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/11/opinion/deploring-‐isis-‐
destroyer-‐of-‐a-‐civilizations-‐art.html	  

 
● James	  Cuno	  (President	  and	  Chief	  Executive	  of	  the	  J.	  Paul	  Getty	  Trust	  

in	  Los	  Angeles)	  wrote	  a	  letter	  to	  the	  editor	  of	  the	  New	  York	  
Times,	  citing	  the	  recent	  destruction	  of	  heritage	  in	  Iraq	  as	  a	  
justification	  for	  the	  distribution	  of	  portable	  works	  of	  art	  around	  
the	  world	  and	  blaming	  the	  intentional	  destruction	  and	  sale	  of	  
antiquities	  on	  UNESCO’s	  support	  for	  the	  retention	  of	  antiquities	  
within	  the	  borders	  of	  modern	  nation	  states. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/11/opinion/deploring-‐isis-‐
destroyer-‐of-‐a-‐civilizations-‐art.html	  

 
● Internet	  news	  engine	  H?==B%%@&generated	  a	  list-‐format	  article	  titled	  

“Here’s	  A	  Look	  At	  Some	  Of	  The	  Ancient	  Sites	  Destroyed	  By	  ISIS	  
And	  The	  Syrian	  Civil	  War.”	  The	  list	  somewhat	  misleadingly	  
combines	  information	  about	  sites	  known	  to	  have	  been	  destroyed	  by	  
ISIL	  (e.g.,	  the	  Mosul	  Museum)	  with	  sites	  only	  rumored	  to	  have	  been	  
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● The	  DGAM	  reported	  that	  a	  number	  of	  artifacts	  (four	  pottery	  vessels	  
and	  an	  Islamic-‐era	  water	  pipe)	  were	  recovered	  through	  the	  
cooperation	  of	  the	  inhabitants	  of	  the	  town	  of	  al-‐Eis	  in	  the	  
countryside	  south	  of	  Aleppo.	  
http://www.dgam.gov.sy/?d=314&id=1615	  

 
● Rudaw	  reported	  that	  the	  Mosque	  of	  al-‐Sitt	  Nafisa	  in	  Mosul	  was	  

demolished	  by	  ISIL.	  ASOR	  CHI	  Incident	  Report	  IHI	  15-‐0071.	  
http://rudaw.net/arabic/middleeast/iraq/0903201511 

 
 
Military	  and	  Political	  Context 
 
The	  main	  theaters	  of	  military	  operations	  during	  the	  reporting	  period	  in	  Syria	  were: 
 

1. Northeastern	  Latakia	  Governorate	  
○ On	  March	  11,	  Syrian	  army	  troops	  repelled	  an	  intense	  nighttime	  offensive	  by	  

insurgents	  on	  the	  strategic	  hilltop	  village	  of	  Doreen,	  which	  government	  troops	  had	  
captured	  in	  the	  preceding	  week.2	  

2. Al-‐Hasakah	  Governorate	  
○ During	  the	  reporting	  period,	  intense	  clashes	  have	  occurred	  between	  ISIL	  and	  

Kurdish	  YPG	  forces,	  especially	  around	  the	  town	  of	  Ras	  al-‐Ayn	  on	  the	  Turkish	  
border.3	  

3. Kobani	  Area	  
○ During	  the	  reporting	  period,	  at	  least	  a	  dozen	  coalition	  airstrikes	  hit	  ISIL	  positions	  

around	  Kobani.4	  
 
Other	  key	  points: 
 

● On	  March	  8,	  Jabhat	  al-‐Nusra	  formally	  rejected	  rumors	  alleging	  that	  it	  was	  considering	  a	  split	  
with	  al-‐Qaeda.5	  

● This	  March	  marks	  the	  4-‐year	  anniversary	  of	  the	  Syrian	  Civil	  War,	  which	  has	  so	  far	  killed	  
more	  than	  200,000	  people.6	  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2	  http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/12/us-‐mideast-‐crisis-‐syria-‐doreen-‐idUSKBN0M814Z20150312;	  
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-‐middle-‐east-‐31855050;	  http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-‐
east/2015/03/12/Clashes-‐between-‐Assad-‐and-‐Nusra-‐forces-‐kill-‐50.html 
3	  http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/11/us-‐mideast-‐crisis-‐syria-‐northeast-‐
idUSKBN0M70X820150311. 
4	  http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/Airstrikes6.html 
5	  J.	  Cafarella	  and	  the	  ISW	  Syria	  Team.	  “Syria	  Situation	  Report:	  February	  17-‐23,	  2015,”	  
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-‐oJt-‐
y3G0hPw/VP9ttaVNcuI/AAAAAAAAC2k/3bF8TQG0nK8/s1600/2015%2B3_2-‐10_Approved_hi.png 
6	  http://www.theguard
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The	  main	  theaters	  of	  military	  operations	  during	  the	  reporting	  period	  in	  Iraq	  were: 
 

1. Tikrit	  Area	  
○ During	  the	  reporting	  period,	  according	  to	  various	  reports,	  Iraqi	  security	  forces,	  

Shiite	  Popular	  Mobilization	  militia	  forces,	  Sunni	  tribal	  fighters,	  and	  Iranian	  military	  
personnel	  made	  significant	  gains	  in	  and	  around	  the	  city	  of	  Tikrit	  in	  their	  effort	  to	  
retake	  the	  city	  from	  ISIL.7	  

2. Kirkuk	  Governorate	  
○ 
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Sources: 
	   
Online	  Reporting: 
 
APSA:	  http://apsa2011.com/index.php/en/provinces/aleppo/monuments/1160-‐aleppo-‐
mankalibugha-‐al-‐rumi.html 
 
	   
Scholarly: 
 
Meinecke,	  Michael.	  1992.	  42%&<+35?12,*$%&80*$2-%1-?0&2;&R:6)-%;&?;@&7602%;&STUVWXYZ[&92,&
\Y]WXZX^_.	  Glückstadt:	  Verlag	  J.	  J.	  Augustin,	  I/68,	  II/236. 
	   
Gaube,	  H.	  and	  E.	  Wirth	  1984.	  85%))(&D&$2storische	  und	  geographische	  Beiträge	  zur	  baulichen	  
>%,-+5-?;:P&=?0&,(=2+5%;&C0:+;2,+-2(;&?;@&=?0&.20-,*$+E-52*$%;&46;+321&%2;%0&Q(0@%0+,2+-2,*$%;&
B%0;$+;@%5,3%-0()(5%G	  Beihefte	  zum	  Tubinger	  Atlas	  des	  vordern	  orients,	  Reihe	  B	  
(Geisteswissenschaften)	  Nr.	  58.	  Wiesbaden:	  Reichert. 
 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA;	  image	  from	  Shahbapress.com) 
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Plan	  of	  the	  Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo,	  not	  orthorectified	  (APSA;	  Source:	  Meinecke,	  
Michael.	  1992.	  
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al



ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  32:	  17	  

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA) 
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Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA)	  
 

 
Mankalibughâ/al-‐Rûmî	  Mosque,	  Aleppo	  (APSA)	   	  
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SHI	  15
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SHI	  15-‐0052 
	   

Report	  Date:	  March	  12,	  2015 
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Incident	  Reports:	  Iraq 
 
IHI	  15-‐0050	  Update	  

	  	  
Report	  Date:	  January	  16,	  2015;	  updated	  March	  10,	  2015	  
	  
Site	  Name:	  Mar	  Gorgis	  (St.	  George/St.	  Markourkas)	  Monastery	  	  
	  	  
Date	  of	  Incident:	  Reported	  March	  10,	  2015	  
	  	  
Location:	  Ba’werah	  neighborhood,	  northern	  Mosul,	  Ninawa	  Governorate,	  Iraq	  
	  	  
Coordinates:	  	  
	  	  
Site	  Description:	  	  The	  Monastery	  
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Hatra.	  While	  recent	  commentators	  have	  proposed	  that	  ISIL	  is	  perhaps	  locking	  down	  control	  in	  
Mosul	  by	  obliterating	  sources	  of	  civic	  pride	  and	  ties	  to	  the	  past	  (See	  ASOR	  CHI	  Weekly	  Report	  30),	  
journalistic	  coverage	  has	  also	  suggested	  that	  the	  ISIL	  actions	  in	  Mosul	  represent	  part	  of	  a	  
systematic	  campaign	  against	  cultural	  difference	  in	  the	  territories	  under	  its	  control,	  targeting	  both	  
`+$25266+	  antiquities	  and	  minority	  communities.24	  
	  
Monitoring	  Recommendations	  and	  Mitigation	  Measures:	  ASOR	  CHI	  is	  continuing	  to	  monitor	  the	  
condition	  of	  ethnic	  and	  religious	  minority	  heritage,	  as	  well	  as	  Shi’a	  and	  other	  sectarian	  heritage,	  in	  
Syria	  and	  Iraq.	  	  
	  
Sources:	  
	  	  
Online	  Reporting:	  
	  
Iraq	  Press	  Agency:	  http://www.iraqpressagency.com/ar/2015/03/10/كنيسة-‐ 	ماركوركيس  
	  
http://www.iraqpressagency.com/ar/2015/03/10/%D9%83%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%A
9-‐%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%B3-‐
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-‐%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7-‐
%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B4-‐%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84/-‐التي-‐ !"#$%-‐ ‐-داعش
	/شمال  
	  
Daily	  Sabah:	  http://www.dailysabah.com/mideast/2015/03/10/isis-‐destroys-‐historical-‐church-‐in-‐
mosul-‐iraqi-‐official	  

	  
International	  Business	  Times:	  http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/iraq-‐isis-‐blows-‐10th-‐century-‐assyrian-‐
catholic-‐monastery-‐near-‐mosul-‐1491281	  
	  
Agenzia	  Fides:	  http://www.fides.org/en/news/37442-‐
ASIA_IRAQ_The_monastery_of_St_George_in_Mosul_damaged_but_not_destroyed#.VQT3n-‐Fj3Zi	  

	   	  
Baretly.net:	  http://baretly.net/index.php?topic=45612.0	  
	  	  
	  
Scholarly:	  
	  
	  

                                                
24	  http://www.bbc.com/news/world-‐middle-‐east-‐28381455	  
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/27/world/middleeast/more-‐assyrian-‐christians-‐captured-‐as-‐isis-‐
attacks-‐villages-‐in-‐syria.html	  
http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-‐1.646517 
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Mar	  Gorgis	  Monastery	  (Wikimapia/Google	  Earth)	  
	  
	  

	  
Mar	  Gorgis	  Monastery,	  photo	  showing	  alleged	  damage	  (published	  on	  baretley.net)	  
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Mar	  Gorgis	  Monastery,	  photo	  showing	  alleged	  vandalism	  (http://www.vocativ.com/world/isis-‐
2/isis-‐saint-‐georges-‐church-‐mosul/)	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Mar	  Gorgis	  Monastery,	  photo	  showing	  alleged	  vandalism	  (http://www.vocativ.com/world/isis-‐
2/isis-‐saint-‐georges-‐church-‐mosul/)	  
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Mar	  Gorgis	  Monastery,	  photo	  showing	  alleged	  vandalism	  (http://www.vocativ.com/world/isis-‐
2/isis-‐saint-‐georges-‐church-‐mosul/)	  
	  

	  
Mar	  Gorgis	  Monastery,	  photo	  showing	  alleged	  vandalism	  (http://www.vocativ.com/world/isis-‐
2/isis-‐saint-‐georges-‐church-‐mosul/)	  
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Mar	  Gorgis	  Monastery,	  photo	  showing	  alleged	  vandalism	  (http://www.vocativ.com/world/isis-‐
2/isis-‐saint-‐georges-‐church-‐mosul/)	  
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IHI	  15-‐0072	  
	  	  

Report	  Date:	  March	  10,	  2015	  
	  
Site	  Name:	  	  al-‐Sabunji	  Mosque	  
	  	  
Date	  of	  Incident:	  early	  March	  2015	  
	  	  
Location:	  Mosul,	  Ninawa	  governorate,	  Iraq	  
	  	  
Coordinates:	  	  
	  	  
Site	  Description:	  	  
	  
	  Site	  Date:	  	  built	  1933–1934	  CE	  
	  	  
Source	  of	  Destruction:	  ISIL	  deliberate	  destruction	  
	  
Pattern:	  ISIL	  deliberate	  destructions	  of	  religious	  places	  significant	  to	  Shia	  or	  Sufi	  populations	  as	  
well	  as	  other	  religious	  and	  ethnic	  minorities.	  
	  



ASOR	  Cultural	  Heritage	  Initiatives	   Weekly	  Report	  32:	  41	  

IHI	  15-‐0073	  
	  	  

Report	  Date:	  March	  12,	  2015	  
	  
Site	  Name:	  Mosque	  of	  al-‐Imam	  Ibrahim	  
	  	  
Date	  of	  Incident:	  March	  11,	  2015	  
	  	  
Location:	  Mosul,	  Ninawa	  governorate,	  Iraq	  
	  	  
Coordinates:	  	  
	  	  
Site	  Description:	  Mosque	  located	  in	  the	  Ra´s	  al-‐Kuwar	  neighborhood.	  
	  
	  Site	  Date:	  	  12th	  century	  CE	  
	  	  
Source	  of	  Destruction:	  ISIL	  deliberate	  destruction	  
	  
Pattern:	  ISIL	  deliberate	  destructions	  of	  religious	  places	  significant	  to	  Shia	  or	  Sufi	  populations	  as	  
well	  as	  other	  religious	  and	  ethnic	  minorities.	  
	  
Monitoring	  Recommendations	  and	  Mitigation	  Measures:	  ASOR	  CHI	  is	  continuing	  to	  monitor	  the	  
condition	  of	  ethnic	  minority	  heritage,	  as	  well	  as	  Shi’a	  and	  other	  sectarian	  heritage,	  in	  Syria	  and	  Iraq.	  	  
	  	  
Sources:	  
	  	  
Online	  Reporting:	  
	  
Al	  Sumeria	  :	  http://www.alsumaria.tv/news/127427/داعش-‐ ‐-يهدم ‐-مسجد ‐-الإمام ‐-إبراهيم ‐-غربي
	ar/الموص  
	  
	  
Scholarly:	  
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