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•	
  	
  ASOR	
  CHI	
  Co-­‐Director	
  Prof.	
  Jesse	
  Casana	
  and	
  his	
  team	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Arkansas	
  

released	
  new	
  statistics	
  on	
  heritage	
  destruction	
  in	
  Syria	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  
analysis	
  of	
  740	
  archaeological	
  sites	
  analyzed	
  using	
  satellite	
  imagery,	
  primarily	
  
archaeological	
  mounds.	
  See	
  the	
  “Arkansas	
  Team	
  Damage	
  Assessment	
  Statistics”	
  below.	
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  The	
  last	
  image	
  uploaded	
  by	
  Jabhat	
  Ansar	
  al-­‐Din	
  and	
  Jabhat	
  al-­‐Nusra	
  to	
  document	
  their	
  

destruction	
  of	
  the	
  Nabhaniyeh	
  shrine	
  (cf.	
  Weekly	
  Report	
  24	
  Incident	
  Report	
  SHI15-­‐009)	
  
is	
  a	
  photo	
  of	
  a	
  participant	
  holding	
  up	
  an	
  edict,	
  which	
  according	
  to	
  online	
  sources	
  
indicates	
  their	
  sanction	
  by	
  the	
  Sharia	
  Court	
  in	
  Aleppo	
  and	
  the	
  Countryside.	
  	
  

	
  
•	
  	
  An	
  ISIL	
  video	
  released	
  on	
  Youtube	
  shows	
  the	
  deliberate,	
  performative	
  destruction	
  of	
  

five	
  religious	
  sites	
  in	
  Iraq	
  occurring	
  in	
  2014.	
  IHI	
  Incident	
  Report	
  IHI15-­‐013.	
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xKJZ1dJrg8	
  (pp.	
  23–27)	
  

	
  
	
   	
  

                                                
1	
  This	
  report	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  research	
  conducted	
  by	
  the	
  “Syria	
  Preservation	
  Initiative:	
  Planning	
  for	
  
Safeguarding	
  Heritage	
  Sites	
  in	
  Syria.”	
  Weekly	
  reports	
  reflect	
  reporting	
  from	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  sources	
  
and	
  may	
  contain	
  unverified	
  material.	
  As	
  such,	
  they	
  should	
  be	
  treated	
  as	
  preliminary	
  and	
  subject	
  to	
  
change.	
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January	
  26–30,	
  2015	
   Representatives	
  from	
  the	
  Syrian	
  EF!G,	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  the	
  

Interior	
  and	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Customs	
  will	
  participate	
  in	
  a	
  
training	
  seminar	
  to	
  protect	
  movable	
  heritage	
  during	
  and	
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relatively	
  recent	
  Digital	
  Globe	
  imagery	
  is	
  available.	
  Below,	
  we	
  present	
  a	
  few	
  basic	
  
statistics	
  of	
  results	
  to	
  date.	
  
	
  
S##?0IF%
To	
  better	
  understand	
  how	
  war-­‐related	
  looting	
  activity	
  relates	
  to	
  historical	
  (pre-­‐conflict)	
  
looting,	
  we	
  analyze	
  pre-­‐war	
  looting	
  alongside	
  looting	
  since	
  Spring	
  2011.	
  It	
  is	
  critical	
  to	
  
understand	
  that	
  “pre-­‐war	
  looting”	
  encompasses	
  all	
  evidence	
  of	
  looting	
  that	
  has	
  taken	
  
place	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  war.	
  While	
  we	
  cannot	
  be	
  sure	
  of	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  most	
  pre-­‐war	
  looting	
  we	
  
record,	
  the	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  it	
  predates	
  the	
  earliest	
  available	
  Digital	
  Globe	
  imagery,	
  and	
  
thus	
  occurred	
  prior	
  to	
  2007.	
  In	
  a	
  handful	
  of	
  cases,	
  we	
  can	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  looting	
  
occurred	
  prior	
  to	
  2000,	
  when	
  the	
  first	
  high-­‐resolution	
  commercial	
  imagery	
  is	
  available.	
  
The	
  fact	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  document	
  incidents	
  of	
  looting	
  that	
  took	
  place	
  over	
  15	
  years	
  ago	
  
suggests	
  that	
  the	
  pre-­‐war	
  record	
  of	
  looting	
  encompasses	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  decades	
  of	
  activity,	
  
and	
  possibly	
  more.	
  	
  
	
  
7*-OU+*%(99).1/6%
Severe	
  =	
  9	
  
Moderate	
  =	
  18	
  
Minor	
  =	
  77	
  
Total	
  =	
  104	
  
	
  
Note	
  that	
  we	
  classified	
  pre-­‐war	
  looting	
  at	
  163	
  sites	
  as	
  “not	
  visible”	
  due	
  to	
  ground	
  cover,	
  
construction,	
  flooding	
  or	
  other	
  factors,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  to	
  poor	
  quality	
  or	
  insufficiently	
  early	
  
imagery.	
  Thus,	
  of	
  the	
  577	
  sites	
  where	
  it	
  was	
  possible	
  to	
  assess	
  pre-­‐war	
  looting,	
  18%	
  show	
  
some	
  evidence	
  of	
  looting.	
  Because	
  even	
  at	
  these	
  sites	
  many	
  instances	
  of	
  minor	
  looting	
  
could	
  be	
  difficult	
  to	
  detect	
  in	
  imagery,	
  we	
  can	
  assume	
  that	
  the	
  actual	
  percent
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is	
  important	
  to	
  recognize	
  however	
  that	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  available	
  imagery	
  impedes	
  this	
  
analysis.	
  For	
  example,	
  at	
  56	
  of	
  the	
  570	
  sites	
  included	
  in	
  this	
  figure,	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  
imagery	
  available	
  is	
  from	
  2012	
  or	
  earlier.	
  When	
  we	
  consider	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  imagery	
  at	
  all	
  
sites	
  where	
  looting	
  was	
  detected,	
  a	
  disturbing	
  trend	
  emerges:	
  	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   No.	
  of	
  sites	
   	
   No.	
  of	
  	
   	
   	
   %	
  of	
  
Most	
  recent	
  image	
  	
   	
   able	
  to	
  be	
  assessed	
   looted	
  sites	
   	
  	
   looted	
  sites	
  
March-­‐December	
  2011:	
   	
   30	
   	
   	
   5	
   	
   	
   17%	
  
January-­‐June	
  2012:	
   	
   	
   3	
   	
   	
   0	
   	
   	
   0%	
  
July-­‐December	
  2012:	
   	
   	
   23	
   	
   	
   2	
   	
   	
   9%	
  
January-­‐June	
  2013:	
   	
   	
   84	
   	
   	
   18	
   	
   	
   21%	
  
July-­‐December	
  2013:	
   	
   	
   87	
   	
   	
   24	
   	
   	
   28%	
  
January-­‐June	
  2014:	
  	
   	
   	
   107	
   	
   	
   33	
   	
   	
   31%	
  
July-­‐December	
  2014:	
  	
   	
   	
   203	
   	
   	
   44	
   	
   	
   22%	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
These	
  data	
  suggest	
  what	
  might	
  be	
  intuitively	
  obvious,	
  namely	
  that	
  more	
  recent	
  images	
  
tend	
  to	
  reveal	
  more	
  evidence	
  of	
  looting.	
  This	
  also	
  suggests	
  that	
  the	
  overall	
  number	
  and	
  
percentage	
  of	
  sites	
  being	
  looted	
  currently	
  is	
  larger	
  than	
  our	
  data	
  reflect.	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  104	
  sites	
  with	
  evidence	
  of	
  pre-­‐war	
  looting,	
  we	
  have	
  documented	
  an	
  expansion	
  and	
  
continuation	
  of	
  looting	
  at	
  56	
  of	
  them,	
  with	
  new	
  looting	
  at	
  76	
  of	
  the	
  sites	
  in	
  our	
  sample	
  
since	
  2011.	
  Thus,	
  a	
  history	
  of	
  pre-­‐war	
  looting	
  is	
  a	
  reasonably	
  strong	
  indicator	
  that	
  looting	
  
will	
  continue	
  in	
  the	
  future,	
  although	
  many	
  previously	
  unlooted	
  sites	
  are	
  currently	
  being	
  
looted.	
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We	
  have	
  recorded	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  other	
  damage;	
  some	
  key	
  statistics	
  from	
  the	
  740	
  assessed	
  
are	
  summarized	
  below:	
  
	
  
Sites	
  with	
  evidence	
  of	
  construction	
  
Pre-­‐war	
  construction	
  =	
  307	
  
Expansion	
  of	
  existing	
  construction	
  since	
  2011	
  =	
  37	
  
New	
  construction	
  since	
  2011	
  =	
  34	
  
	
  
Sites	
  with	
  military	
  garrisons	
  
Pre-­‐war	
  =	
  1	
  
Post-­‐war	
  =	
  19	
  
	
  
Sites	
  with	
  evidence	
  of	
  bulldozing	
  
Pre-­‐War	
  Bulldozing	
  =	
  63	
  
War-­‐related	
  bulldozing	
  =	
  58	
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1. 	
  ISIS	
  militants	
  launched	
  an	
  attack	
  initiated	
  by	
  a	
  suicide	
  vest	
  detonation	
  against	
  
Kurdish	
  YPG	
  positions	
  in	
  southern	
  and	
  central	
  Ayn	
  al-­‐Arab/Kobane	
  but	
  were	
  
repelled	
  by	
  YPG	
  fighters	
  (1/16).	
  YPG	
  forces	
  seized	
  the	
  Mashta	
  Nour	
  hill	
  south	
  of	
  
Ayn	
  al-­‐Arab	
  city	
  (1/19).	
  

2. Jabhat	
  al-­‐Nusra	
  (JN)	
  seized	
  the	
  village	
  of	
  Tel	
  Salmu	
  from	
  regime	
  forces,	
  a	
  few	
  
hundred	
  meters	
  south	
  of	
  the	
  regime-­‐held	
  Abu	
  al-­‐Duhor	
  Military	
  Airbase.	
  JN	
  
claimed	
  to	
  shoot	
  down	
  a	
  regime	
  transport	
  aircraft	
  near	
  the	
  town	
  of	
  Majas,	
  north	
  of	
  
the	
  base(1/18).	
  The	
  crash	
  killed	
  over	
  thirty	
  regime	
  and	
  Hezbollah	
  fighters,	
  with	
  
unconfirmed	
  reports	
  of	
  IRGC	
  (Iranian	
  Revolutionary	
  Guard)	
  members	
  among	
  the	
  
dead	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  

3. Israeli	
  Defense	
  Forces	
  launched	
  an	
  airstrike	
  against	
  a	
  house	
  and	
  several	
  vehicles	
  
in	
  the	
  al-­‐Amal	
  Farms	
  area,	
  near	
  the	
  Golan	
  Heights	
  border	
  in	
  northern	
  Quneitra	
  
Province.	
  The	
  attack	
  killed	
  IRGC	
  general	
  Mohammed	
  Ali	
  Allahdadi	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  
Hezbollah	
  commanders	
  Abu	
  Ali	
  Tabatabai	
  and	
  Mohammad	
  Issa,	
  and	
  four	
  
Hezbollah	
  fighters	
  including	
  Jihad	
  Mughniyeh.	
  The	
  UN	
  increased	
  patrols	
  along	
  the	
  
Israeli-­‐Lebanon	
  border	
  in	
  response	
  (1/18).	
  

4. ISIS	
  reportedly	
  deployed	
  reinforcements	
  from	
  southeastern	
  Hassaka	
  Province	
  to	
  
areas	
  in	
  the	
  northern	
  countryside	
  of	
  Hassaka	
  city,	
  sparking	
  increased	
  clashes	
  with	
  
regime	
  forces	
  northwest	
  and	
  northeast	
  of	
  the	
  city.	
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5. Kurdish	
  YPG	
  fighters	
  seized	
  several	
  regime	
  positions	
  in	
  northern	
  Hassaka	
  city	
  
following	
  clashes	
  with	
  regime	
  soldiers	
  and	
  National	
  Defense	
  Force	
  (NDF)	
  reserve	
  
militiamen.	
  Fighting	
  reportedly	
  began	
  after	
  regime	
  units	
  attempted	
  to	
  occupy	
  a	
  
building	
  in	
  an	
  area	
  disputed	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  parties.	
  Regime	
  forces	
  shelled	
  YPG-­‐
held	
  neighborhoods	
  of	
  the	
  city,	
  with	
  the	
  YPG	
  alleging	
  that	
  regime	
  forces	
  also	
  
utilized	
  cluster	
  munitions.4	
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1. 	
  ISIS	
  launched	
  an	
  attack	
  on	
  a	
  headquarters	
  of	
  the	
  External	
  Roads	
  Police	
  in	
  the	
  
Sagar	
  area	
  of	
  western	
  Anbar	
  (1/20).	
  	
  

2. An	
  SVBIED	
  targeted	
  forces	
  from	
  the	
  Iraqi	
  Police	
  and	
  tribes	
  in	
  the	
  Albu	
  Ghanim	
  
area,	
  east	
  of	
  Ramadi,	
  killing	
  three	
  individuals	
  and	
  injuring	
  18	
  others;	
  the	
  forces	
  
were	
  “preparing	
  for	
  an	
  attack	
  on	
  ISIS.”	
  	
  

3. Kurdish	
  fighters	
  backed	
  by	
  coalition	
  air	
  strikes	
  have	
  seized	
  large	
  swaths	
  of	
  
territory	
  from	
  Islamic	
  State	
  fighters	
  in	
  northern	
  Iraq,	
  including	
  a	
  road	
  used	
  by	
  ISIS	
  
to	
  supply	
  the	
  key	
  city	
  of	
  Mosul.	
  In	
  a	
  major	
  offensive	
  launched	
  on	
  1/21,	
  the	
  
peshmerga	
  have	
  fought	
  their	
  way	
  to	
  within	
  12	
  miles	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  center	
  and	
  cut	
  off	
  a	
  
road	
  that	
  connects	
  Mosul	
  to	
  Tal	
  Afar	
  and	
  Sinjar.	
  In	
  recent	
  days	
  the	
  Kurds	
  have	
  
retaken	
  a	
  185	
  sq	
  mile	
  area	
  of	
  Sinjar	
  province,	
  west	
  of	
  Mosul,	
  “putting	
  Isis	
  on	
  the	
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"9'*A-%98%E-3)*'A).916%According	
  to	
  the	
  DGAM	
  website,	
  the	
  local	
  community	
  reports	
  that	
  
limited	
  illegal	
  excavations	
  were	
  carried	
  out	
  in	
  Resafa	
  during	
  the	
  last	
  year.	
  There	
  have	
  also	
  
been	
  reports	
  of	
  theft	
  and	
  vandalism	
  to	
  the	
  archaeological	
  expedition	
  house	
  storage,	
  
broken	
  doors	
  and	
  theft	
  of	
  restoration	
  equipment.	
  The	
  same	
  source	
  reports	
  that	
  an	
  armed	
  
gang	
  “destroyed	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  western	
  ancient	
  city’s	
  wall”	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  let	
  vehicles	
  pass	
  
through.	
  DGAM	
  mentions	
  that	
  the	
  local	
  community	
  played	
  a	
  positive	
  role	
  during	
  the	
  last	
  
year	
  in	
  reducing	
  the	
  illegal	
  excavations	
  and	
  preventing	
  damage	
  to	
  the	
  site.	
  	
  
	
  
7+))-*16	
  Continuation	
  from	
  pre-­‐conflict	
  looting:	
  see	
  SHI	
  Incident	
  Report	
  14-­‐043	
  
	
  	
  
G91.)9*.1/%$-A9BB-1:+).913%+1:%G.)./+).91%G-+3'*-36%Recommend	
  remote	
  sensing	
  
monitoring	
  for	
  confirmation	
  of	
  looting/damage	
  and	
  identification	
  of	
  new/ongoing	
  
destruction	
  and	
  excavation	
  events.	
  	
  
	
  
"9'*A-36	
  
	
  
Online	
  Reporting:	
  
DGAM	
  Website:	
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General	
  image	
  of	
  Byzantine	
  walls	
  at	
  Resafa	
  (http://www.travbuddy.com/Dayr-­‐az-­‐Zawr-­‐
travel-­‐guide-­‐1184920/photos)	
  
	
  

General	
  image	
  of	
  Resafa,	
  sourced	
  by	
  DGAM	
  (http://www.travbuddy.com/Dayr-­‐
az-­‐Zawr-­‐travel-­‐guide-­‐1184920/photos)	
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Image	
  of	
  al-­‐Rawi	
  Tekkiye	
  (SANA	
  http://www.sana.sy/en/?p=24306)	
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",0%=ZO[=_	
  
	
  
$-L9*)%E+)-6	
  January	
  25,	
  2015	
  
	
  
".)-%I+B-6	
  ,+BB+B%M+(N9'/@+T%!(-LL9%(See	
  also	
  Incident	
  Reports	
  SHI14-­‐004	
  update,	
  
SHI14-­‐024,	
  and	
  SHI14-­‐032)	
  
	
  
E+)-%98%
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Online	
  Reporting:	
  
APSA	
  Website:	
  http://apsa2011.com/index.php/en/provinces/aleppo/monuments/911-­‐
yalbougha-­‐2.html	
  
	
  
Scholarly:	
  
Gaube,	
  Heinz	
  and	
  Eugen	
  Wirth.	
  1984.	
  Aleppo:	
  historische	
  und	
  geographische	
  Beiträge	
  zur	
  
baulichen	
  Gestaltung,	
  zur	
  sozialen	
  Organisation	
  und	
  zur	
  wirtschaftlichen	
  Dynamik	
  einer	
  
vorderasiatischen	
  Fernhandelsmetropole.	
  Two	
  Volumes.	
  (Wiesbaden:	
  L.	
  Reichert).	
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Damage	
  to	
  the	
  Hammam	
  Yalbougha	
  (bathhouse)	
  in	
  Old	
  Aleppo	
  (APSA).	
  
	
  

	
  
Damage	
  to	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  domes	
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Imam	
  Dur,	
  architectural	
  cross-­‐section	
  (Mitchell	
  G.	
  1978:	
  251).	
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