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ASOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE PICKS
INGRID WOOD TO SUCCEED RUDY DORNEMANN

By Lawrence T. Geraty, ASOR President

Wood as follows:  Ms. Wood “is an
outgoing self-starter with competitive
drive, a sense of urgency, and the ability
to make decisions and take re-
sponsibility for them.  She can react and
adjust quickly to changing conditions or
new situations and deal with them on
her own initiative. Her drive is
purposeful, directed at getting things
done and utilizing the
ability and cooperation
of others in the process,
and following up to
assure timely com-
pletion.  With her interest
in, and understanding
of, other people, she will
encourage their develop-
ment by delegating
authority to them, with
pressure for results.
Competitive and ambi-
tious, Ms. Wood sets
high standards of achievement for the
organizations she serves, and is
concerned with the accomplishment of
goals.”  One can easily see that such an
Executive Director of our organization
will bring some of the changes we need,
and can help move us to the next plane
where we need to be.  She has excellent
contacts in Boston in general, and at
Boston University specifically, but has

indicated that for archaeological
decisions she will, of course, defer to the
scholarly experts around her.

As a senior IT and client relationship
executive with extensive management
experience, Ms. Wood supervised 150 IT
professionals and oversaw budgets up
to $34 million.  She implemented large-
scale product administration and

customer service appli-
cations for distributed
financial services divi-
sions of a major U.S.
insurer, and also sup-
ported the IT oper-
ational activities of a
mutual insurance com-
pany’s former securities,
mortgage, and real estate
department (with an
asset base of $22 billion).
She spearheaded interdi-
vision communications

initiatives to integrate departments and
to improve enterprise-wide operations.

Ms. Wood’s bachelor ’s degree in
chemistry is from Bryn Mawr and she
has done additional graduate and
professional training courses at Rutgers,
Rochester, MIT, and Babson.  She knows
French, German, and Latvian, and even
some rudimentary Arabic.  Before

Cont’d on page 2
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The American Schools of Oriental Research
is a nonprofit, scientific and educational

organization founded in 1900. E. MacAllisettch
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Don’t Miss ASOR
in Atlanta!

• Opening Plenary Lecture on
Wednesday Evening by Colin
Renfrew on ethical issues sur-
rounding the trade in antiquities

• Thursday evening Public Lecture
on Jewish mercenaries in ancient
Egypt by Edward Bleiberg of the
Brooklyn Museum, followed by a
reception and tour at the Michael
C. Carlos Museum exhibit on Jews
in Egypt at Emory University

Plus!

A full schedule of sessions, involv-
ing:

• an all-day, international workshop
on the Araba Project on Wednes-
day

• ancient texts and inscriptions
• the geography of the ancient Near

East, from Anatolia to Egypt and
beyond

• the archaeological time periods,
from prehistory to modern

• a wide range of issues, such as
archaeological ethics and antiqui-
ties, gender concerns, archaeologi-
cal preservation and presentation

• a presidential panel on excavating
in today’s Middle East

• various types of finds, from
ceramics to ground- and chipped-
stone tools

• technology and web-based com-
puter database use in archaeology

• numerous workshops

Grand Hyatt
19–22 November, 2003

It’s going to be Hot! Hot! Hot!

and textual studies. “My research,
publications and teaching background
have all been inter-disciplinary
combining anthropological, historical
and traditional Near Eastern and
biblical archaeological approaches. My
dissertation, which I defended in
November of 1999, explores the issues
of pastoralism and the development of
complexity in proto-historic periods in
the Near East.”

Her vision for NEA matches that of
COP. Of particular interest to her is the
prospect of establishing and main-
taining a liaison between biblical, Near
Eastern, and anthropological archaeo-
logical approaches. In a recent article she
proposed that the Bible might be
creatively used as an ethnographic
analogy for interpreting the material
culture of Bronze and Iron Age Palestine
by examining the artifacts, architectural
remains, and geography of sites in
conjunction with relevant biblical
passages and linguistic analyses of
Hebrew expressions in those passages.

Along with the regular types of
articles and article series that NEA
readers know well, she would like to
include synthetic articles written by one
person but covering a single problem or
issue associated with several sites, such
as four-room houses, etc. She would also
like to include articles on the importance
of archaeological work in our region to
modern populations—in other words,
heritage presentation. Scham will make
NEA her primary “job” and will bring
to it considerable energy and com-
mitment. From ASOR’s perspective she
is an ideal fit for its outreach needs.

All future manuscripts submitted to
NEA should be sent to: Dr. Sandra
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The Great Debate
T
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Site P.I. / Director(s)

Tunisia  (1 Publication)
Carthage Punic Project - publication L. Stager, J. Greene

T
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Site P.I. / Director(s)

Jordan  (19 Field, 14 Publication)
‘Ain Ghazal Project - publication G. Rollefson
Arch. & Environ. of the Dead Sea Plain - field P. Edwards, S. Falconer, P. Fall
Ayl to Ras en-Naqb Archaeological Survey - field B. MacDonald
Bir Madhkur Excavation and Survey - field A.M. Smith
Bioarchaeology of Byzantine North Jordan J.C. Rose
    (Ya’amun) - field
Excavation of Neolithic ‘Ain Abu Nekheileh - publication D.O. Henry
Expedition to the Dead Sea Plain in Jordan W. Rast, R.T. Schaub
    (Bab edh-Dhra, Numeira) - publication
Ghwair I Neolithic  - field A. Simmons, M. Najjar
Hisban Final Publication Project - publication Ø.S. LaBianca & L.T. Geraty
Humayma Excavation Project - field J.P. Oleson, R. M. Foote
Humayma Geophysical Survey Project - field J.P. Oleson
Investigation of Levantine Mousterian - publication D.O. Henry
Jebel Harat Fidan - field T. Levy, R. Adams
Jordan Valley Village Project (Tell Abu en-Ni’aj)  - publication S. Falconer, P. Fall, J. Jones
Jordan Valley Village Project J. Jones, S. Falconer, P. Fall
     (Tell Dhahret Umm al-Marar) - field
Kataret es-Samra Project - publication A. Leonard, Jr.
Kerak Resources Project (al-Mudaybi‘) - field G.L. Mattingly
Khirbet Iskander Excavation - publication S. Richard, J. Long
4 Limes Arabicus Project - publication S.T. Parker
Middle Paleolithic of NW Jordan (Ar Rasfa) - publication J.J. Shea
Origins of Arid-Zone Pastoralism in the S. Levant - field P. Wilke, L. Quintero, G. Rollefson
     (Bawwab al-Ghazal, Azraq)
Petra Garden & Pool-Complex Excavation Project - field L.A. Bedal
Petra Great Temple - field M.S. Joukowsky
Roman Aqaba Project - publication S.T. Parker
Tafila-Busayra Archaeological Survey (TBAS) - publication B. MacDonald
Tall Jalul Excavations (MPP) - field R.W. Younker & D. Merling
Tall Hisban Project (MPP) - field Ø.S. LaBianca
Tall al-‘Umayri (MPP)  - field L. Herr, D.R. Clark
Tell Madaba Archaeological Project - field T.P. Harrison
Tell Nimrin Project - publication J.W. Flanagan, D.W. McCreery, K.N. Yassine
Umm el Jimal Project - publication B. deVries
Wadi Ramm Recovery Project - field M.B. Reeves & D. Dudley
Wadi ath-Thamed Project (Kh. Mudayna) - field M. Daviau

Syria  (1 Field )
Renewed Excavations at Tell Qarqur in the Orontes R.H. Dornemann
     Valley, Syria - field

ASOR AFFILIATED PROJECTS, 2002–2003
 (Total = 67 Projects; 32 Field, 35 Publication)

{� = project completed}



8 ASOR Newsletter Vol. 53/2 • Summer 2003

2004–2005 FELLOWSHIPS

THE W.F. ALBRIGHT INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH (AIAR), JERUSALEM

Annual  Professorship:  $30,000 award. The stipend is $14,200 plus
$15,800 for room and half-board for appointee and spouse at the
Institute.  Open to post-doctoral scholars in Near Eastern archaeol-
ogy, geography, history, and Biblical studies. U.S. citizens are eli-
gible for entire award.  Non-U.S. citizens may apply but, by U.S.
law, are only eligible for non-governmental funds (totalling $15,000).
Residence at the Institute is required. Appointment:  10 months.  The
professorship period should be continuous, without frequent trips
outside the country.  Application deadline: October 17, 2003.
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results.  Much of the
question-and-answer
session focused on the
use and misuse of
charred remains, both by
labs and archaeologists.

The winner of the
debate was clearly the
audience.  Finkelstein
and Stager gave it their
all, both in terms of
scholarship and show-
manship.  ASOR also
came out ahead, having
presented some of its
finest scholarship to the
public and forging
important relationships
that we hope will
continue with lecture co-
sponsors and the general
public.  To a large extent,
the field in general won

as well.  Questioning traditional assumptions, such as has been the case in the
“Solomonic” architecture debate, forces all scholars involved to examine the
material in a way not done previously and hopefully will force scholars to be more
specific than generalizing in the future and more careful about interpreting what
their data mean.

Larry Stager, left, and Israel Finkelstein, preparing
for the Great Debate.

in question was not displayed or
discussed at the ASOR meeting in
Toronto this past November …

In an astounding turn of events, it has
emerged that the owner of the artifact,
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July 15–18, 2003
Judah and the Judeans in the Achaemenid Period, Heidelberg Uni-
versity. The conference aims to provide a interdisciplinary and interre-
ligious forum for Biblical scholars, Historians and Archaeologists, for
the discussion of this important period in Jewish History. It will take




