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The excavation project at Hacinebi, southeastern
Turkey, addresses the fourth millennium BC
“Uruk expansion,” in which the material culture of

southern Mesopotamia appears at numerous places in
Syro-Mesopotamia and the bordering mountains. At
Hacinebi, Uruk materials appear within a local Late
Chalcolithic (LLC) town that had already thrived since the
end of the fifth millennium BC, and these two cultural
“styles” co-existed for several centuries. The central ques-
tions at Hacinebi revolve around understanding the nature
of the Uruk–LLC contact as an example of the wider Uruk
expansion phenomenon.

The Hacinebi project has undertaken six seasons of exca-
vation between 1992 and 1997, and has now shifted to arti-
fact study and synthesis in preparation for final publication.
My part in the Hacinebi project has been the lithics: chipped
stone, ground stone, and related objects. By the end of the
1997 season, I had recorded basic attributes of around 24,000
pieces of chipped stone, but I had not yet addressed the
ground stone and other materials. Moreover, I had devel-
oped several impressions about important features of the
chipped stone industry, the confirmation of which required
a reexamination of some previously recorded materials. My
work as the 1998 Mesopotamian Fellow was designed to fill
these gaps.

Lithics, Hacinebi, and the Uruk Expansion

In the common view, the Uruk expansion
represents southern efforts to gain access to
raw materials of the north and potentially
to control regional exchange systems. In this
case, the Uruk material in northern sites rep-

resents merchant families and entire communities trans-
planted from the south—colonists, in effect. Other views take
a more cautious approach, pointing out that other cultural
mechanisms (trade of southern materials and emulation of
southern style are two commonly cited possibilities) may ac-
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For example, the blades in a chipped stone sample from
Godin VI–V, an “Uruk expansion” site in the Zagros mountais
present an indifference for hefted edge, a preference for
hefting the dorsal face upward, and a high rate of reversing
segments in the heft (unpublished information). This hefting
pattern at Godin contrasts with that seen in 1997 Hacinebi
material, exemplifying the operation of several levels of
choice, almost certainly unconscious, that reflect technologi-
cal style and availability (“cost”) of blades.

The main part of my Fellowship research focused on re-
cording attributes relevant for sickle construction and use.
The new attributes include:

• gloss and/or bitumen stain location: right or left edge;
• gloss shape: band, single arc, double arc;
• gloss development: relative depth of gloss from edge for

each face;
• gloss intensity: degree of gloss formation, from very

weak to very intense;
• length of complete blade segments: identified by pres-

ence on both breaks of bitumen staining and/or gloss;
bitumen staining and/or gloss on one break where other
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The chipped stone results, on the other hand, feed into an
ongoing series of preliminary analyses of the trace changes
in subtle details of blade frequencies, size, and use through
time, and contrasts between local and Uruk assemblages
within Phase B2. The discussion below focuses on the new
gloss and segment length data as additions to the picture.

Of the 822 recorded blades, 286 present gloss on one or
both edges, and 106 present evidence of being complete seg-
ments (i.e. bitumen staining or gloss over both breaks, or
over one break where the other end is the proximal or distal
end of the original complete blade). For the gloss data, I want
to look only at the position information, i.e. whether gloss is
present on the left, right or both edges of the blade segment,
and which face has the deeper development of gloss.

For both attribute samples, only a proportion can at present
be placed within the chronological and cultural framework
of the site, the remainder coming from contexts the associ-
ated pottery of which has not yet been recorded, or from
tertiary contexts like wash deposits, architectural features
and the like. Table 1 and the top line of Table 6 present the
gloss and metric characteristics for the entire samples (please
note that, for the sake of convenience here, blade segments
with gloss on both edges are listed twice, once for each edge).
In light of the evidence for change through time (see next),
the aggregate figures have little real meaning.

As Tables 2–5 indicate, preferential gloss position changes
though time within the LLC tradition, and within the Phase
B2 assemblages, local preferences differ considerably from
Uruk habits. On the local side, the data indicate a preference
for hefting the right edges of blades and using their left edge
to cut. This preference is strongly marked in some samples
(Phase A, B2), and weaker in others, but shows no trend
through time. Gloss development also exhibits preference,
with ventral development characteristically deeper than
dorsal. Gloss development is controlled by several factors,
among them extent of bitumen hefting material, orientation
of blade faces in the heft, materials being worked and ha-
bitual working angle of the tool. For the moment, I suggest
that the first two factors are most important in limiting gloss
development. In this case, then, the ventral face was more
exposed in the heft, and oriented upward in the heft (as-
suming an oblique cutting motion for harvesting grain, cut-
ting reeds, or other standing soft-tissue plants). This combi-
nation of gloss on left edge and deeper development on ven-
tral face accounts for half to three-quarters of each sample.
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This year marks the tenth anniversary
of the establishment of the Jennifer
C. Groot Fellowship in the Archaeol-

ogy of Jordan. Jennifer (1951–1987) re-
ceived a B.A. in Art and Ancient Studies
from St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn.
in 1973 and an M.A. in Ancient Art from
the University of Iowa in 1979.

Above all, Jennifer was a field archaeolo-
gist, working on many excavations in
Jordan between 1974 and 1987. She began
at Tell Hesban, a seminal experience for
many archaeologists in Jordan. Perhaps a
dozen people who later eventually became
directors of their own projects worked at
Hesban where Jennifer served as a square
supervisor in 1974 and 1976. That latter
year I joined the Hesban staff, met Jennifer,
and was immediately taken by her
intelligence, warmth, and sense of humor.
We became fast friends at Hesban. For the
next twelve years, every excavation on
which I worked included
Jennifer as a trusted friend
and valued colleague.

In 1977 a number of
Hesban alumni joined the
first major excavation
season at Umm el-Jimal
under Bert de Vries. Jennifer
again worked as a square
supervisor but also served
as small finds specialist, a
field in which she would
display increasing expertise
in coming years. In 1981
and 1984 Jennifer returned
to Umm el-Jimal, now both
as an area supervisor of
barracks in the newly
discovered Roman fort
within the city and small
finds specialist. Working as
stratigrapher and pottery
specialist at Jimal in those seasons, I could
count on Jennifer to have total control over
her excavation areas and detailed contex-
tual information at every pottery reading.

In 1979, while organizing the Limes
Arabicus Project, I invited Jennifer to join
the senior staff. She accepted responsibility
for a major excavation area, the barracks
within the legionary fortress at el-Lejjun,
plus the small finds. I recall that Jennifer
was in fact hesitant to accept the area
supervisor position, fearing she lacked
sufficient experience. But I prevailed upon
her, in hindsight the best personnel deci-
sion I ever made.

Jennifer worked four seasons at
el-Lejjun, between 1980 and 1987. Her
barracks turned out to be the most

JENNIFER C. GROOT FELLOWSHIP  NOW TEN YEARS OLD

stratigraphically complex area of the
entire project. Her skill and sensitivity in
excavation succeeded in recovering the
complete stratigraphic profile of the
fortress. In 1985 she also began excavating
in the so-called Empty Quarter of the
fortress, where she discovered the
foundations of four entire barrack blocks
that fundamentally altered understanding
of the strength of the original legionary
garrison. ln 1987 she published major
articles on the barracks and the small
finds in the project’s interim report.
Fortunately, Jennifer saw these major
articles in print just months before her
death.

Even more important than her scholar-
ship was her extraordinary performance
as a teacher for her students. They
responded to her warmth and humor and
quickly became devoted to her during her
seven seasons at Umm el-Jimal and

el-Lejjun. Some have gone on to successful
careers in archaeology.

In 1987 Jennifer returned to el-Lejjun for
what proved to be her final field season.
She was in fact already ill, although no-
one suspected the real significance of her
pain. As usual, she took on large responsi-
bilities, directing two separate excavation
areas within the fortress and the small
finds. Although dealing with increasing
pain, Jennifer fulfilled all her responsibili-
ties with her usual excellence and re-
turned to her husband, Bruce Gould and
her farm in Michigan. In fact, Jennifer had
only three more months to live. She died
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The revised and reinvigorated
Education Outreach Committee
boldly went where it had not gone

before at the 1998 annual conference in
Orlando.  The current committee is chaired
by Carolyn Draper Rivers and includes
Celia Bergoffen, Neal Bierling, Ryan
Byrne, Judith Cochran, Peter Feinman, and
Gloria London.

The committee is developing an active
program to reach out to teachers, students,
and the general public via paper, speech,
and computer at home, schools, and
conferences.
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QA#4: What priorities shoud be estab-
lished for Annual Meeting Program devel-
opment? (Table leaders: Sidnie White
Crawford, Victor Matthews)

1. The suggestion was made that ASOR
should dialog with AAR with regard to
Outreach sessions and as a way of
improving relations with that partner in
JV.  It was also mentioned that we might
attempt to arrange joint sessions with the
Islamic studies sections in AAR.

2. There was some sentiment for
scheduling sessions of joint interest to
ASOR and SBL on Saturday in order to
attract speakers and a larger audience.

3. New program units should be
encouraged from anthropologists,
linguists, and classicists to build member-
ship and broaden our program’s appeal.

4. There was a discussion of the prob-
lems of scheduling conflicts for those on
Boards and committees.  One solution put
forward was to schedule Center Boards on
Thursday and begin academic program-
ming on Thursday night, running through
Sunday morning.  Care would be needed,
however, to prevent too much overlap
with SBL/ASOR joint missions.

5. There is a need for a shuttle service
between the SBL venue and ASOR hotel.
This one, however, also needs to take into
consideration the need to meet ASOR’s
sleeping room commitment since JV will
usually have a lower nightly rate.  Perhaps
JV could facilitate here by assisting with a
hotel contract more financially advanta-
geous.

6. The suggestion was made that a
Student Paper Award be created.

7. Several participants suggested that a
job placement service be established at the
ASOR Annual Meeting.  Schools could be
polled regarding openings and they could
be encouraged to interview prospective
candidates at the ASOR meeting.

8. The Call for Papers should be
published on various email lists in
addition to ASOR-L.  Abstracts could also
be published this way or placed on the
web site.  On-line submission of paper
proposals, the participation form, and
registration for the meeting could all be
done on-line or from the web site.  A
membership brouchure could also be
placed on the web for prospective mem-
bers to download.

During the months before the annual
meeting, a lively discussion of this topic
took place over the ASOR list.  The major
points raised in this discussion were:

1. ASOR’s future depends to a large
degree on its ability to get its message
out and make the public aware of its
work.

2. Financial support for ASOR for research
and teaching positions depends on
public awareness of its work.

3. Who is the public?
a. K-12 (Education for teachers through

seminars. Simulated digs and archaeo-
logical camps for the pupils.)

b. Undergraduate and Graduate students
(More teaching positions, i.e. more
money. Lower fees for participation in
annual and regional meetings.)

c. The public at large (Religious institu-
tions [churches, synagogues, mosques,
schools]. Speakers through speakers
bureau. Regional activities such as
lectures. Programs with museums
Coordinate with AIA and others for
activities and events.)

4. Resources are needed for outreach
programs and they should be given
priority.

The following were topics discussed
around the two QA#3 tables:
a. ASOR has never made outreach a high

priority.
b. Some scholars are better than others for

outreach and they should get  respect
and credit.

c. Educational outreach - teachers want
hands-on experience.

d. Newsletter to teachers with information
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The second annual presentation of awards to honor ASOR’s
own society members took place during the very successful
Gala Dinner on Thursday, November 19 at the 1998 Annual

Meeting in Orlando, Florida. The Awards and Honors sub-com-
mittee of the Committee on Annual Meetings and Program, chaired
by Trustee Lydie Shufro, received nominations through the sum-
mer and fall months for awards in several categories named in honor
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more experienced practitioner, did not apply the proper method
when they should have known better, Toombs could remind one of
this in a far less subtle way.”

Toombs’ greatest contribution to the field is unknown to most.
Shechem was the defining American dig of its time; virtually all of
us today are first, second, or third generation progeny of this dig.
The Shechem dig is recognized as being the project that combined
Albright’s analytical methods with Kenyon’s stratigraphic ones,
thereby creating the “American” method.  G. Ernest Wright, the
project’s director, is lauded for causing this to happen.  What is not
generally recognized is the pivotal role that Toombs played in the
creation of the method. Toombs spent time at the American School
in Jerusalem to learn more about archaeology before joining the
Shechem dig. Prior to the start of the season at Shechem, he was
offered a field position at Jericho where he was introduced to, and
learned, Kenyon’s stratigraphic method.  He quickly determined
that this was far superior to the traditional Reisner/Fisher meth-
ods which Wright had learned working with Albright and Elihu
Grant in the 1930s.  Toombs brought this new method to Shechem
and insisted that it be employed for this new project. Wright may
not have fully appreciated the subtleties of this new methodology,
but he acquiesced and Toombs, who also spent time at the Institute
of Archaeology in London, was put in charge of the stratigraphic
methods used at Shechem.  The rest, as they say, is history.  The
“American”  method was born. Toombs spent the next 30 years as
”master stratigrapher,”  teaching staff and students in the field the
importance, methods, and rigors of stratigraphic excavation and
analysis. “

I received numerous entertaining anecdotes about Larry Toombs;
the following one was contributed  by Jeff Blakely: “Back in the
1960s Larry was a fellow staying at the School during the winter.
He would quite frequently enjoy smoking a pipe.  One day he ran
out of tobacco;  he asked the gardener at the Albright, a fellow pipe
smoker, to pick up some pipe tobacco when he got some for him-
self.  Shortly after the gardener dropped off a large packet of to-
bacco. Larry used some of it to pack a pipe.  At that time, he was
staying in one of the single rooms of the residence and since it was
winter he had the room sealed up tighter than a drum in an effort
to keep it warm.  The next thing Larry remembers is sitting with
his feet in the fishpond having a stimulating conversation with the
goldfish, an exchange which he thought was much more insightful
than the type he had with many of his colleagues. — The tobacco
was hashish!

Ronald S. Hendel, Recipient of the 1998
Frank Moore Cross Publication Award

Ronald S. Hendel, Associate Professor of Religious Studies at
Southern Methodist University, received his Ph.D. from Harvard
University -  Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations in 1985.

His latest book The Text Genesis 1-11: Textual Studies and Criti-
cal Edition, Oxford University Press, 1998, is a monumental work,
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with her husband Paul,  both  students at the then American School
of Oriental Research, now AIAR. She excavated at Shechem and
Beit-Zur.

In 1960 she and her husband returned to Jerusalem for a period
of eight years.  During that time while Paul served as Annual Pro-
fessor, Director and Professor of History and Archaeology, he and
Nancy  were adding five children to their family.  Along with her
increasing responsibilities as a mother, Nancy served as assistant
to the Director - secretary - manager of the hostel and run the af-
fairs of the Institute when her husband was away on trips or exca-
vations.

Since 1970, she has participated in archaeological field work in
Jordan.  That same year, Paul accidentally met his death of the coast
of Cyprus, and Nancy  was left with unpublished material from six
excavations.

She was elected Trustee of  ACOR in 1976 and is still a member
of the Board.  She has served as Secretary of ACOR and is currently
Chair of the ACOR Fellowship Committee.  She has also been a
member of the Committee for Archaeological Committee of ASOR.

Nancy has been a pioneer in promoting the way for other women
to follow.  She was the first woman to participate in the Shechem
dig and has been a role model, both as a devoted mother and a
serious scholar.  She always wanted to promote the role and im-
portance of women in the field.  Vivian Bull  first met Nancy at
Shechem.  She fondly  remembers a particular incident which oc-
curred at that time.  The entire Shechem team was invited to the
Royal Palace in Amman for an audience with King Hussein.  An
official photograph, commemorating the event was taken. The en-
tire team lined up on the steps of the Palace, with Nancy and Vivien
on either side of the King.

By some mysterious intervention, only the King flanked by Vivien
and Nancy appeared in the subsequent published picture.  All the
male members of the dig team had vanished.  Nancy, how did you
do it?

Giraud V. Foster,  Recipient of the 1998
W. F. Albright Award

One of the most colorful individuals, in his ubiquitous white
surgeon shoes, color coordinated and stunning shirts and ties, not
to forget his socks,  who has for many years been one of the impor-
tant figures in the ASOR family is Giraud Foster, Trustee and past
President of CAARI.

Giraud is the personification of a Renaissance man.  He is ex-
tremely kind and generous and his enthusiasm for life, almost like
that of a child discovering a new toy, is catching. Trained as a phy-
sician at the University  of Maryland Medical School and the Royal
Postgraduate Medical School, he was for many years associated
with the Johns Hopkins University Medical School where he held
a variety of positions. He was Medical Consultant for the Depart-
ment of State and Personal Physician to His Majesty, Imam Al
Nasser Ahmed ibn Yahyah Hammid Adin, King of Yemen. He has
a broad interest in music, reading, history. Member and Trustee of
the Explorer Club, he has traveled from the jungles of New Guinea
to the frozen wastes of Central Asia.

But his interest in archaeology and his participation in many ex-
cavations in Greece, Sicily, Cyprus and Israel lead to his direct in-
volvement with  CAARI.  As Trustee and President, Giraud has
made an important contribution to the work of the Institute, giv-
ing generously of his time and support, both morally and finan-
cially.  Recently he deeded a piece of property he owned on the
island to CAARI.  Many of us who worked with him on the CAARI
Board remember the flood of lengthy letters, in his distinctive 14
point font signature,  to keep us constantly informed about events
of interest at CAARI, or for CAARI.

David Hopkins, Recipient of the 1998
ASOR Membership Service Award

David C. Hopkins, Professor of Hebrew Scripture at Wesley Theo-
logical Seminary received a B. A. from Trinity College in Hartford,
CT, and both an MA and Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University  He also
studied at the Ecumenical Institute for Theological Studies in Jerusa-
lem, where he lived for two extended periods.

He  has  been a devoted member of  ASOR  for many years, and
served on several committees. He is also a veteran field archaeolo-
gist.  I can personally attest to his proficiency at moving dirt, when
he volunteered to work with me at Tel Miqne/Ekron for a day a
few years ago. A scholar, he gained  recognition as a leader in his
research focusing on the social and economic history of the biblical
world. His most important contribution to ASOR has been as As-
sociate Editor of Biblical Archaeologist, now renamed Near East
Archaeology.  He has for six years brought tremendous energy and
enthusiasm to the editorial team.

Anne Ogilvy, Recipient of the 1998
ASOR Membership Service Award

Some members of the ASOR family participate quietly in the work
of the organization. One such person is a gentle person and a true
gentlewoman.  Her grandmother was a professor of English at the
University of Chicago; her father was a professor of quaternary
geology at Yale, who wrote the entry on Pleistocene  for the Ency-
clopedia Britannica.

  She herself was awarded a regional scholarship to Radcliffe and
received a Harvard B.A. in Philosophy. She then pursued her inter-
est in faunal research at Columbia.  She helped pioneer a discipline
which nowadays is considered a standard component of field re-
search.  She was the first woman allowed on a classical site when
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Tonia Sharlach
(Harvard University)

Mesopotamian Supplemental Fellowship

Bala: Economic Exchange between
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ARCHAEOLOGY ON THE NET
Site Update and Books Database

http://www.serve.com/archaeology

Archaeology on the Net web site has been updated with the addi-
tion of an extensive books database and addition of 150 new sites
to the resources index.

The books database is an extensive collection of academic lit-
erature on archaeology and closely related subjects. More than 6000
books are collected  in a searchable database, which is divided into
72 categories including:

General - Computing, Method and Theory, Cultural Heritage
Management, Ethnoarchaeology, Field Archaeology, GIS and Re-
mote Sensing, Historical Archaeology, Industrial Archaeology,
Underwater Archaeology

Anthropology - Anthropology,  Human Origins, Gender Studies
Artifacts and Monuments - Artifacts, Ceramics, Lithics, Mega-

lithic Monuments, Rock Art
Classical Archaeology - Greek Art and Archaeology, Greek Ar-

chitecture, Greek Sculpture, Greek Vase Painting, Roman Art and
Archaeology, Roman Architecture, Roman Sculpture, Byzantine
Archaeology

Cultures - Assyrians, Etruscans, Hittites, Inca Archaeology, Maya
Archaeology, Minoans,  Mycenaeans, Persians, Sumerians, Troy

Near Eastern Archaeology - Biblical Archaeology, Egyptology,
Islamic Archaeology, Near Eastern Archaeology Prehistory - Pale-
olithic, Neolithic, Chalcolithic

Regional - Aegean, Africa, Anatolia, Arctic, Asia, Australia, Brit-
ish Isles, Europe, India and Pakistan, Pacific Islands, Scandinavia,
Turkey

Related - Agriculture and Pastoralism, Archaeometry, Conser-
vation, Dendrochronology, Faunal and Floral Studies, Linguistics,
Numismatics

Tools - Bibliographies, Biographies, Excavation Reports, Maps
and Atlases, Museums.

Located at www.serve.com/archaeology/books/index.html
Archaeology on the Net is an annotated index of archaeology

and related resources. At present there are links to 1500+ sites cat-
egorized under the following 33 subject headings:

Academic Departments, Bibliographies and Documentation,
Course and Teaching Material, Discussion Groups, Field Projects
and Reports, Fieldwork Opportunities, Journals, Maps and Atlases,
Museums, Newsgroups, Organizations, Institutes, Other Resource
Lists, Anthropology, Archaeological Computing, Conservation,
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Voted in as ASOR Institutional Trustees:  (Class running from July 1, 1999 to June 30, 2002)
William Dever
Tim Harrison

Bruce Routledge
David Hopkins (from election to June 30, 1999)

Voted in as ASOR Individual member Trustees: (Class running from July 1, 1999 to June 30, 2002)
Wally Aufrecht

Jeff Blakely
Stuart Swiny

Voted in as a Board Trustee  (Class running from July 1, 1999 to June 30, 2002)
Eric Meyers
Ingrid Wood
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AMERICAN CENTER OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP AWARDEES   1997–1998

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)  Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship

*Prof. Andrew Shryock (Assistant Professor, Anthropology, State University of New York, Buffalo) - The Politics of
Hospitality in Tribal Jordan

The Kress Fellowship in the Art and Archaeology of Jordan

Ms. Erika Schluntz (Ph.D. Program, Center for Old World Archaeology & Art, Brown University) - The Architectural
Sculpture of the Southern Temple at Petra, Jordan.

Near and Middle East Research and Training Program (NMERTP)  Senior Research Fellowship

*Prof. Bruce Borthwick (Professor, Political Science, Albion College) - Policy Making in Jordan in Regard to Water
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copies will eventually be stored in the
Library of ACOR in Amman. Future
preservation plans, when funds are found,
include the transfer of all audio and video
data onto digital compact disk to ensure a
more stable environment.

Prof. Bruce Borthwick
(Albion College)

NMERTP Senior Research Fellowship

Policy Making in Jordan
in Regard to Water

Jordan is rapidly coming face-to-face
with a water crisis. By the year 2005, says
a strategy paper prepared by the Ministry
of Water and Irrigation (MOWI), “freshwa-
ter resources will be fully utilized and there
[will] remain no more known resources
within the country to develop.”

Another document by the Ministry calls
water “the most severe resource constraint
Jordan faces.” With a population growth
rate of 3.6 percent per year, a rising
standard of living, and increasing urban-
ization, the situation is becoming critical.

This project has been an examination of
the water crisis in Jordan and how policy
has been made concerning it. Large
quantities of statistics and information
have been gathered from the Ministry of

Water and Irrigation, foreign institutions
involved in water projects, Jordanian
NGOs, and various persons. Interviews
have been carried out, and many long-
term professional relations have been
established.

The major outcome of the research is
the discovery that policy making regarding
the water crisis is largely a dialogue
between officials in the Ministry of Water
and foreign donors. Because the crisis is

As part of the Awareness Project in Water carried
out by the Jordan Environmental Society a se-
ries of cartoons was drawn by Ahmed Kofahi to
pictorialize the situation. The most vivid is below;
it shows Jordanians in the year 2020 queuing up
for the last drop of water.

Michelle Bonogofsky
(University of California,  Berkeley)

NMERTP Pre-Doctoral Fellowship

Human Relationships Among the
Neolithic Burials of Jordan

The goals of the original proposal were
two-fold: to describe the skeletal material
from ªAin Ghazal, and to examine the
sample size and quality of the skeletal
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February 14–16, 1999
Daily Life in the Ancient Near East.  Hebrew Union College, Cincin-
nati, Ohio. The Midwest Region of the American Oriental Society.  Ple-
nary speakers for the conference include: Daniel Snell (Sumer), Samuel
Greengus (Mesopotamian and Biblical Law), David Weisberg (Babylonia),
Harry Hoffner (Hatti), Anson Rainey (Syro-Egypt), Jim Hoffmeier (Egypt),
Carol Meyers (Hebrew Bible), and Bruce Malina (New Testament). Oth-
ers are also invited to propose papers that contribute to the topic. Con-
tact the Program Coordinator: Richard E. Averbeck, Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, 2065 Half Day Road, Deerfield, IL 60015. Tel: (847) 317-
8017.  Fax: (847) 317-8141.  Home: (414) 697-1877. E-mail:
RAverbeck@compuserve.com

February 26–27, 1999
Do Ut Des: Ritual and Economy in the Ancient World.  University of
Texas, Austin.  Graduate student conference to explore intersections be-
tween ritual and economic activity in teh ancient world.  Contact: Gradu-
ate Conference on Ritual and Economy, Dept. of Classics, Waggener Hall
123, Austin, TX  78712-1181; e-mail: doutdes@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu; web:
ccwf.cc.utexas.edu/~doutdes/.

March 6–7, 1999
SBL/AAR/ASOR Southwest Commission on Religious Studies Re-
gional Meeting. Harvey Hotel—DFW Airport, Irving, TX.  Contact:  W.
H. Bellinger, Jr., Dept. of Religion, Baylor University, PO Box 97284, Waco,
TX  76798-7284; Tel.: 254-710-3742; e-mail: bill_bellinger@baylor.edu

March 12–14, 1999
SBL/AAR/ASOR Southeastern Commission for the Study of Religion
Regional Meeting. Omni Chapel Hill Hotel, Chapel Hill, NC.  Contact:
Herbert Burhenn, Dept. of Philosophy and Religion, University of Ten-
nessee, Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN  37403; Tel: 423-755-4336; Fax: 423-
755-4279; e-mail: Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu

March 20–21, 1999
SBL/ASOR Central States Regional Meeting. St. Louis, MO.  Contact:
Donald A. Johns, 2107 E. Camorene, Springfield, MO  65803; Tel: 417-
833-6555; e-mail: dajohns@compuserve.com

March 21–24, 1999
209th Meeting of the American Oriental Society.  Sheraton Inner Har-
bor Hotel, 300 South Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland.  Contact:
Jonathan Rodgers, Graduate Library, University of Michigan, Ann Ar-
bor MI 48109-1205. Tel. 734-764-7555; Fax. 734-763-6743; e-mail:
jrodgers@umich.edu; http://www.umich.edu/~aos/.

March 24–29, 1999
The Aegean and the Western Mediterranean: Relations and Interac-
tion, 8th–5th centuries BC.  Austrian Academy of Science, Vienna.  Pa-
pers are invited.  Topics: urban planning; polis and hinterland; sanctuar-
ies and cults; Ionian art and influence in the west; architecture; sculp-
ture; terra-cotta and ceramics; aspects of trade.  Contact: Die Ägäis und
das westliche Mittelmeer, Frau Dr. Verena Gassner, Institut für Klassische
Archäologie, Franz Klein-Gasse 1, A-1190 Vienna, Austria. Fax: 43 1
3193684; e-mail: Verena. Gassner@univie.ac.at.

April 21–23, 1999
The First Jewish Revolt: Archaeology, History, and Ideology. Jointly
sponsored by the Department of Classical and Near Eastern Studies,
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis and the Department of Classics,
Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota.  Speakers include Erich Gruen,
Martin Goodman, Eric Meyers, Tessa Rajak, Anthony Saldarini, Richard
Horsley, Neil Silberman, and Hanan Eshel.  Registration fee: $50.  Con-
tact: Prof. J. Andrew Overman, Dept. of Classics, Macalester College, St.
Paul, MN  55105, tel. (651) 696-6375, email: overman@macalester.edu OR
Prof. Andrea M. Berlin, CNES, 330 Folwell Hall, University of Minne-
sota, Minneapolis, MN 55455, tel. (612) 626-7371, email:
aberlin@tc.umn.edu.

April 30–May 2,1999
Byzantine Eschatology: Views on the Last Things.  Dumbarton Oaks
Byzantine Symposium.  Under the direction of Professors George Den-
nis and Ioli Kalavrezou, an international group of seventeen scholars
will investigate the beliefs and practices of the inhabitants of the Byzan-
tine Empire concerning death and what follows death on both the indi-
vidual and the cosmic scales. The speakers will address the liturgical,
legal, popular, and artistic aspects of funerals and burial, as well as the
remembrance of the departed in homilies and letters of consolation. Fur-
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ther topics to be discussed will include what the Byzantines believed
happened to the soul after death, its journey and judgment, and its abil-
ity to intercede for the living. The theology of death, resurrection, apoca-
lyptic elements, and the notion of final restoration will conclude the pro-
gram.

June 13–15, 1999
A Conference on the Mandaeans, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA.
Contact: J. F. Coakley, Dept. of Near Eastern Languages and Civiliza-
tions, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA  02138. E-mail:
coakley@fas.harvard.edu

October 4–8, 1999
Fourth International Congress of Hittitology, Würzburg, Germany. The
focus of this Congress will be on philological, historical, cultural, reli-
gious, linguistic, and archaeological aspects of Ancient Anatolia.  Con-
tact:  4. Internationaler Kongress für Hethitologie, Gernot Wilhelm, Institut
für Oriental. Philologie, Universität Würzburg, Ludwigstrasse 6, D-97070
Würzburg, Germany. Tel. ..49  (0)931-31-2862, 2861. Fax: ..49  (0)931-31-
2674. Tel./Fax: ..49 (0)931-92989. E-Mail: gernot.wilhelm@mail.uni-
wuerzburg.de

August 23–27, 1999
Seventh International Conference of Demotic Studies, University of
Copenhagen.  The Conference will be organised by the Carsten Niebuhr
Institute of Near Eastern Studies.  Submit the title and an abstract not
later than April 31, 1999. There is no theme for the conference as a whole,
but given the nature of the contents of the collection of papyri in
Copenhagen (the Carlsberg Papyri), it is hoped that due attention will be
given to the study of literary texts. Contact:  Paul John Frandsen and
Kim Ryholt.

September 20–27, 1999
14th International Congress for Christian Archaeology.  Vienna, Aus-
tria.  Theme:  Early Christianity between Rome and Constantinople.  Con-
tact:  Kongreßsekretariat, c/o Abteilung für Frühchristliche Archäologie
am Institut für Klassische Archäologie, Universität Wien, Franz Klein-
Gasse 1, A-1190 Vienna, Austria. Tel.: ++43/1/313 52 - 242, Fax: ++43/1/
319 36 84. E-mail:  fcha.klass-AustrArchaeologie@univie.ac.at.

November 7–11, 1999
Human Remains: Conservation Retrieval and Analysis.  Williamsburg,
VA. This conference is being organized by the Departments of Conserva-
tion and  Archaeology at the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.  Con-
tact: Emily Williams, Department of Conservation -BHW, The Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, P.O. Box 1776, Williamsburg, VA. 23187-1776,
fax: (757)  565-8752; tel. (757) 220 7079, email: ewilliams@cwf.org.

October 10–11, 1999
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ible standardized syntax for representing complex information and for
delivering it over the World Wide Web (for more details see http://
www.oasis-open.org/cover). Furthermore, it is based on proven approach
because it is a streamlined subset of the Standard Generalized Markup
Language (SGML) that has been used for electronic publication world-
wide for more than a decade. XML therefore makes possible quite pow-
erful and efficient forms of electronic publication via the Internet, in-
cluding academic publication of philological and archaeological data.

To obtain more information or to register your intention to attend,
please contact David Schloen <d-schloen@uchicago.edu> by e-mail or at
the following address: David Schloen, Oriental Institute Electronic Pub-
lication Conference, 1155 East 58th Street, Chicago, Illinois  60637, tel:
773-702-1382, fax: 773-702-9853. www-oi.uchicago.edu/OI/INFO/
XML_Conference_1999.html

November 18–21, 1999
ASOR Annual Meeting. Cambridge Marriott, Cambridge, MA. Contact:
Rudy Dornemann, ASOR at BU, 656 Beacon Street, 5th floor, Boston, MA
02215-2010. Tel: 617-353-6574; e-mail: dornasor@bu.edu.  www.asor.org/
AM/AMcall99.html

No Date Available
Pimps, Peasants, And Potentates: Low-Lifes and Leaders in the An-
cient World.  An Annual Colloquium sponsored by Duke University and
the University  of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. As scholars of the an-
cient world, we are accustomed to walk the well-illuminated avenues of
antiquity, seeking out monuments to noble men and great accomplish-
ments. Rarely do we venture into the darker alleys, the familiar haunts
of prostitutes and cutthroats, soldiers and drunken youths, lovelorn po-
ets, and even the occasional emperor. Here mass and elite mixed: thugs
met with wealthy slummers, craftsmen hawked their wares, courtesans
advised prominent statesmen—surrounded by the nameless, faceless
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