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This year’s CAP tour began from Jerusalem on June
22. Participating in the Israel and West Bank part
of the trip were Walter Rast, CAP chair, and Joe D.

Seger, President of ASOR, while Edward Gilbert, President
of CAARI joined us for the West Bank and the remainder
of the tour, and Carlyn Hoffman, a friend of Ed’s from Kan-
sas City, joined us for the Cyprus and Jordan segments.
The focus of the trip was ASOR-affiliated digs, but since
only a small number of ASOR digs in Israel were in the
field this summer, we visited non-affiliated or local expe-
ditions  as well.

ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINIAN WEST BANK. Monday’s
trip (June 22) began with a visit to the synagogue excava-
tions at ‘En Gedi. We were taken around by Gideon Hadas,
assistant to Yizhar Hirschfeld who has directed the exca-
vations. The ‘En Gedi synagogue community is important
to connect with the contemporary Byzantine remains
across the Lisan peninsula as well as those at es-Sag (Lot’s
Cave) in Jordan. For me this site had special interest since
it impinges on our regional studies in the area of Bab
edh-Dhra’.

From ‘En Gedi we pressed on to Ashkelon. Regrettably,
we  were able to spend only an hour and a half at Ashkelon,
reviewing the Middle Bronze fortifications, and the con-
tinuing work on the other Bronze and Iron Age areas. The
work at Ashkelon under Larry Stager’s direction is the
most ambitious of all our current projects , and we made
apologies for the  shortness of time. Unfortunately we also
had to miss seeing David Schloen’s specially designed com-
puter program at Ashkelon. Hopefully some of us will have
a chance to view this in Chicago.

From Ashkelon we had to rush to meet Hani Nur al-Din,
fellow at the Albright Institute, who is conducting excava-
tions at Khirbet Shuweyka near Ramallah. The expedition
is sponsored by al-Quds University, which uses it as a train-
ing ground for some of its students. The site contains im-
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pressive Byzantine and Islamic remains, and some of these
had already been cleared when we visited.

On June 23 and 24, the tour went to the north. We began
with a visit to the salvage excavation of Byzantine shops
and a street along the highway skirting Beth-shean con-
ducted by Dany Syon. Syon joined us for the rest of the
day for trips to Gamla and Bethsaida.  Those who have
been to Gamla know that is an extraordinary location. That
in itself helps explain its role in the battle described by
Josephus, who called it a “difficult place.”

The CAP tour had made previous visits to Bethsaida,
and the site appeared to be one mass of rocks. The patient
clearing of some of this in the recent seasons has laid bare
an Iron Age gate which the excavators, Rami Arav and
John Greene, argue is a six-chambered entry dating to the
Iron II period, i.e. later than the date usually associated
with such gates. Without question the one at Bethsaida is
an impressive example, as are also some of the special cultic
objects uncovered at the gateway. The University of Ne-
braska at Omaha is a major participant in this work along
with Haifa University. The project is not ASOR-affilated.

Returning to Beth-shean we took the opportunity to walk
over nearby Tel Rehov. Although Ami Mazar’s crew was
not yet in the field, he had explained to us in Jerusalem
what we would see if we walked around the excavations.
This year’s excavations did begin a week later but we were
unable to synchronize our schedule to be there at that time.
We made another brief stop at Tel Jezreel where David
Ussishkin and John Woodhead had conducted work
through 1995. Although the site is heavily overgrown, the
lines of fortification walls along the roadway could still be
observed. We then continued across the Esdraelon Valley
past Nazareth to Sepphoris.

The University of Southern Florida excavation staff
kindly put us up in one of their kibbutz houses on Tues-
day night. This gave us the chance to attend Dennis Groh’s
informative and entertaining presentation on stratigraphy
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and recording, the lecture for volunteers that evening. Joe
and I were impressed with Denny’s incisive presentation
and feel it could well be videotaped for use by other expe-
ditions in their training sessions.

The visit with Jim Strange and Groh at Sepphoris allowed
us to see how this expedition was carrying on its careful
technique among other competing archaeological enter-
prises.  Only meters away, in an area not assigned to the
American group, a bulldozer gouged out rocks and soil as
tourism outpaced archaeology. Our admiration for our
American colleagues in persisting according to ASOR stan-
dards was doubled through what we observed.

The next stop was Megiddo. Israel Finkelstein and David
Ussishkin explained the discoveries their project is mak-
ing in going back to unresolved problems left over from
the Oriental Institute’s work. In brief these include key
information on the Stratum VA-IVB structures as well as
the gate area—sources for some of the current controver-
sial proposals on dating. Their work is also redefining the
Early Bronze Age cult area with its temple and prominent
altar. The cult activity in Area BB turns out to have been
even more extensive than the original excavators found.

We went on to the Caesarea region, and stopped first at
Tel Tanninim where Robert Stieglitz has uncovered evi-
dence of a sophisticated water system related to the aque-
duct at Caesarea along with a number of isolated,
well-constructed ponds for a fishing industry. Following
this we met Ken Holum and his Caesarea team for lunch.
The Caesarea expedition is affiliated with ASOR, while that
at Tel Tanninim currently is not.

The late afternoon was spent at the Israel Antiquities
Authority in Jerusalem, which included a meeting with
the director, Amir Drori, and several colleagues. These
meetings are valuable from more than one perspective.
They highlight the presence of American excavators in the
region, and stress the role that archaeology plays not only
in isolated expeditions but in the wider curricula of insti-
tutions in the U.S. They further allow certain concerns men-
tioned to us by American excavators as we tour around to
be put before the Israeli authorities, several of which were
broached with Mr. Drori.

Thursday was devoted to the Palestinian projects on the
West Bank. We began with a visit to the Institute of Ar-
chaeology at Bir Zeit University and a meeting with Khaled
Nashef, the director. The institute has made great progress
under Nashef’s leadership. The library has an impressive
collection that now includes the late Albert Glock’s library,
the books and periodicals being neatly housed in the
Institute’s own building. We heard of the progress on the
publications of the Institute, including the Tell Ta’annek
excavations. A monograph on Tell Ta’annek loom weights
by Glenda Friend, beautifully produced  by Birzeit Uni-
versity, is now available (see information on page 25). Other
Tell Ta’annek publications about to go to press include a
study of cultic material  by Frank Frick, and the Iron Age
stratigraphy by Mark Meehl.

The rest of the day was spent with Hamdan Taha, direc-
tor of the Palestine Department of Antiquities. We met  at
his office in Ramallah, where he spelled out his thoughts
about the future work in the West Bank. Much like the other
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In an effort to broaden participation in the ASOR Commit-
tee on the Annual Meeting and Program and its subcommit-
tees, ASOR members are invited to submit their names to

serve on the following:

a. Program Committee. This CAMP sub-committee will be
responsible for reviewing current program units, initiating new
program units, and, in cooperation with the CAMP Chair and
ASOR Staff, organizing the Annual Meeting Program. There
will be six members on the committee in addition to the Chair
and they will represent the range of interests reflected in the
Annual Meeting Program: Near Eastern archaeology, Classical
and Mediterranean archaeology, Pre-Historic archaeology, His-
tory and Material Culture. Terms for members will be three years
with two persons rotating off each year.

b. Honors and Awards Committee. This CAMP sub-com-
mittee is charged with soliciting nominations for ASOR awards
(see vol. 48/2, Summer 1998 issue of the ASOR Newsletter for
a list of these awards) to given at the Annual Meeting. In addi-
tion to the Chair, members of the committee will reflect the fol-
lowing distribution: one each from AIAR, ACOR, and
CAARI,and one AT-LARGE member. Terms for the members
will be two years with two persons rotating off each year.

c. Outreach Committee. This CAMP sub-committee is
charged with promoting ASOR outreach education opportuni-
ties at the Annual Meeting and in other venues during the year.
There will be six members on the committee in addition to the
Chair. The terms for members will be three years with two per-
sons rotating off each year.

Each of these committees will function as a sub-committee of
CAMP and the Chairs of each committee will serve on CAMP.
Names of nominees offered will be used by the Chairman of
CAMP in consideration of appointments for the 1998-1999 mem-
bership classes.

Please send your letter expressing an interest in serving on
one of these ASOR CAMP Sub-committees by November 2 to

ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEE

SEEKS TO BROADEN

MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION

EDITOR SOUGHT FOR

ASOR ELECTRONIC PUBLICATIONS

The oversight of ASOR’s electronic publication program
offers a unique opportunity to develop a new area in ar-
chaeological publication.  The editor will have carte

blanche to develop this program (within the limits of the Publi-
cations budget) with the full administrative and financial sup-
port of the ASOR Publications Program.

Responsibilities will include, but are not limited to, the follow-
ing:
* Soliciting, encouraging and fostering within the ASOR

membership the creation of archaeological data and manu-
scripts for electronic publication

* Vetting and oversight of peer review of manuscripts
* (Working with designer to) explore new and innovative

ways to present materials and make them accessible and
useful to archaeologists

* Coordinating with designer the production of ASORDigs
on-line and/or on CD-ROM

* Establishing criteria and standards for electronic publica-
tion.  Defining categories of electronic publication, from
raw data to fully refereed final publications.

* Formulating a statement on behalf of ASOR supporting the
viability/acceptability of refereed electronic publications in
tenure review.

Interested ASOR members should contact Al Leonard, Jr.
ASOR’s Chair of Publications, aleonard@sonic.net, or Billie Jean
Collins, Director of Publications, Suite 330, 825 Houston Mill
Rd., Atlanta, GA  30329; Tel. 404-727-0807; bcollin@
emory.edu.

Like the Marines, ASOR is always looking for a few good men and women to support and serve its cause.  Part of
ASOR’s development work involves recruiting the best people possible for Trustee leadership roles.  This is an
ongoing process and the Nominations Committee is always prepared to receive names and leads.  Nominations for

Membership elected Trustees are acted on during the Fall Annual Meeting.  Nominations for Board elected Trustees can be
acted on at either the Fall or the Spring Board of Trustees meetings. Trustee nominees can be from the current membership
but may also include non-members who may be recruited to share in ASOR’s mission and goals.   Please maintain the vigil
and help the Nominations Committee identify potential Trustee leaders by forwarding suggestions. Committee Chair, Randy
Younker is prepared to receive nominations throughout the year.

ASOR TRUSTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

1. To be a spokesperson and advocate for the work of ASOR.
2. To attend ASOR Board Meetings regularly and to participate in the development of policy and plans for ASOR,

working to remain current in understanding all of its work and activities.
3. To make an annual financial contribution and to solicit others for ASOR support.
4. To work actively on at least one committee of the ASOR Board.

Dr. Victor H. Matthews, CAMP Chair, Religious Studies De-
partment, Southwest Missouri State University, Springfield, MO
65804; email: vhm970f@vma.smsu.edu; phone: 417/836-5491;
fax: 417/836-4757.
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ASOR PROGRAM NOTES AND ADDENDA

The Meeting-At-A-Glance that follows on pages 13¡16 super-
sedes that which appears in the Annual Meeting Program Book.
A new schedule reflecting all changes will accompany your reg-
istration packet.

CHANGES
All sessions previously assigned to London have been
moved to Vienna A.
All sessions previously assigned to Berlin have been
moved to Les Continents.
All Saturday business meetings scheduled for Milan D
have been moved to Milan C.

B15 has been moved to Paris
B17 will begin at 9:00am and end at 6:00pm
B24 will run from 1:00pm to 2:00pm
A13 proposed as a joint ASOR/SBL session, the Paleogra-

phy Section will be held on Sunday, Nov. 22 from
9:00am to 10:30am in the Walt Disney World Dolphin
Meetings Pavilion Lobby Level-Australia 2.

A16 has been moved to the Amphitheatre and will take place
from 7:30pm to 9:30pm

A17 has been moved to Vienna A and will take place from
4:30pm to 6:30pm

A19 has been combined with A20 into a single session.  The
combined session will be held in Milan D from 10:00am
to 1:00pm. (See p. 12 for revised schedule of speak-
ers.)

A22 Alysia Fischer will be the second speaker in this ses-
sion.  The remaining speakers will follow in their cur-
rent order.

ADDITIONS
B00 ASOR Canada will meet from 1:00pm to 2:00pm on

Friday in the Paris room.
B00 Centennial Planning Wrap-Up session will take place

on Saturday, from 4:30pm to 6:00pm in Milan D.
B00 There will be an Open Meeting for ASOR editors and

potential authors on Saturday morning from 10:30 to
11:30am in Munich.

B00 The Tel Rehov Excavations will host a reception from
9:30 to 10:30 on Friday evening.  Location TBA.

A10 Michael Fuller and Neathery Fuller will offer the fifth
and final paper in this session.  They will speak on “The
1998 Excavations at Tell Tuneinir.” (see abstract p. 12)

A23 Douglas Edwards will offer the fourth paper in this ses-
sion. It is entitled “The 1998 Excavations at Khirbet
Cana (Cana of the Galilee).” (see abstract p. 12)

ASOR VISION 2000 PROGRAM AGENDA

Thursday November 19, 12:30¡2:30 P.M.

Orlando Renaissance Hotel, Milan C/D

Everyone attending the ASOR Annual Meeting in Orlando is
urged to participated in the ASOR VISION 2000 discussions. A
listing of focal question areas and Table Leaders is provided in
the adjacent invitation for pre-meeting dialogue.  Registration
for table assignments and lunch reservations will be facilitated
in Orlando at the ASOR registration desk. Lunch will be pro-
vided at $7.50 per person. Payments for the lunch vouchers will
be collected at the time table assignments are made. However,
in order plan for luncheon needs we are asking all who wish to
participate to fax or e-mail the information on the following form
to the Boston office no later than November 6.

Vision 2000 Discussion Advance Registration
(return by November 6)

Name_________________________________________

Lunch reservation _____Yes_____No

QA Table ____ 1st choice____2nd choice____3rd choice

(Use QA numbers from Pre-meeting Dialog listing on page 6.)

Send by e-mail to asor@bu.edu,
by FAX to 617-353-6575,  or by mail to

ASOR at Boston University
656 Beacon Street

Boston, MA 02215-2010

GENERAL
All receptions will be held in the Rendezvous area of the hotel
(refer to map in Program Book).

Coffee, decaffeinated coffee and tea will be available through-
out the meetings.

As a reminder, everyone is encouraged to donate to the Lindstrom
Foundation in support of the Lindstrom Fellowships.  If you wish
to contribute, please contact the Lindstrom Foundation at 2128
Alvarado St., San Leandro, CA  94577.  Monies received will be
used to provide scholarships of up to $500 each for students
who will in turn provide 20 hours of service at the 1998 Annual
Meeting in Orlando.
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Dennis Pardee
Ugaritic Ritual

ASOR Plenary

UGARITUGARITUGARITUGARITUGARIT
and theand theand theand theand the
BIBLEBIBLEBIBLEBIBLEBIBLE

Milan Ballroom
Renaissance Orlando Hotel-Airport

Wednesday, November 18, 1998
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

The ASOR Grand Reception

will follow at 9:00 pm

Speakers Include:

Alan Millard
Aspects of Ugarit and the Bible •






